MANORAMA: 


TELL MEWRY, 


100 + FACTS ABOUT THE HUNTING SKILLS OF ANIMALS 


M.M. Publications Ltd., 
P.B. No, 226, Kottayam, Pin - 686 001. 
Kerala, India. Tel: 0481 - 2563721 - 22-23 
Fax: ++91- 481 - 2564393 

E mail: subscription@mmp.in 
childrensdivision@mmp.in 


NEW DELHI: Malayala Manorama Co. Ltd., 
Andhra Vanitha Mandali Building, 2, Azad Bhavan 
Road, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi - 110002. 
Phone: 011- 23379718, 23379719, 23379720 
MUMBAI: Malayala Manorama, 

A-404 Marathon Innova, A Wing 4th Floor, 
Off. Ganpat Rao Kadam Marg, Opp. Peninsula 
Corporate Park, Lower Parel (West), 

Mumbai- 400 013. Tel: 022 - 39495969, 022- 
24900844, 022 - 24901331, 022 - 64530315 
KOLKATA: Malayala Manorama, 

14 Parasar Road, Near Lake Market, 

Kolkata - 700.029. Tel:033 - 24198233, 24198048 
Fax : 033 - 24198048 

PATNA: Malayala Manorama, 

608, Jagat Trade Centre, Frazar Road, 
Patna-800 001. Tel:0612- 2233809 
JAIPUR: Malayala Manorama, 

C/o Royal business Centre, Usha Plaza Building, 
Near Jaipur Tower, M.I. Road, Jaipur- 302 001. 
Tel: 0141 - 2368360, Mob: 94616 28972 
HYDERABAD: Malayala Manorama, 

C/o Dr. B.C. Mathur 8-2-629/1/B, Road No.12, 
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad - 500 034. 

Tel: 040- 23314168, 23324692 

Fax: 040 - 23322970 

BANGALORE: MalayalaManorama, 

No. 132, Kantha Court, 3rd Floor, Lal Baugh Road, 
Bangalore- 560027. Tel:22247735/36 
CHENNAI: Malayala Manorama, 

2nd Floor, # 748, Anna Salai, Chennai-600 002. 
Tel: 28542607 (Circulation-Direct),28542601 
to 06 (Board Line) Fax: ++ 91-044 - 28542611 
18004252607 (Toll free) 

COIMBATORE: Malayala Manorama, 

101, Sunshine Buildings, 1056, Avinashi Road, 


Opp. Nilgiri Super Market, Coimbatore - 641 018. 


Tel: 2241911 / 2245470 Fax: 2245367 
LUCKNOW: Malayala Manorama, B-1657, 
Indira Nagar, Lucknow-226 016. Tel: 0522-2341576 
CHANDIGARH: Malayala Manorama, 

H No. 1824, Top Floor, Sector 22-B, 
Chandigarh -160022. 

Tel: 0172 - 2724699 Mob: 09417310727 
BHOPAL: Malayala Manorama, Plot No.161, 
Gopal Bhawan, Zone 1, M.P. Nagar, Bhopal. 
Tel.0755 - 2557937 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 

Malayala Manorama, P.B. No. 160, 
Thampanoor East, Thiruvananthapuram- 695 001. 
Tel: 2328198 Fax: ++ 91 - 471 - 2327886 
COCHIN:P.B. No. 5008, Malayala Manorama 
Bldgs, Panampilly Nagar, Cochin - 682 036, Kerala. 
Tel: 0484- 2316285 Fax:++91- 484- 2315745 


Tanai a r ARI ARR A VE 


For subscription enqu 


Please call our toll-free number - 1800 4255 002 (between 9 to 5 on working days: 
To subscribe to Tell Me Why online, logon to www.manoramaonline.com/subscribe 


May 2012 


Volume :6 No:8 


The World of Predators 

Inthe cycle oflife, predators always 
occupy an important position. They 
are killers. But they kill, only to ‘kill’ 
their hunger. In fact, the story of the 
animal kingdom is full of predators 
trying to catch prey, and the prey try- 
ing to outwit predators. It is the bal- 
ance between the two that takes the 
drama of life forward. In the wild, 
there is no place for the weak, 
whether it’s the predator or the prey, 
and only the fittest survives. 

In the long-played-out drama of 
evolution, when a predator gains the 
advantage, the prey develops skills 
tocounterit. Thehunters keep popu- 
lations healthy by weeding out the 
old and the sick. Of course, there are 
also creatures that steal the prey 
caught by others, like hyenas. 

This issue of Tell Me Why takes you 
to the fearsome world of predators, 
in their magnificent variety. The ani- 
mals presented here mostly live on 
land, some of them hunting in the 
water. We hopeto bring you the hunt- 
ers of the sky and water in future is- 
sues. 
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HUNTERS OFTHE 


ANIMAL WORLD 


Siberian Tiger 

Siberian tigers are 
the world’s largest 
cats. They live pri- 
marily in Eastern 
Russia‘s birch for- 
ests, though some 
exist in China and 
North Korea. Their 
fur is usually pale 


orange-brown, with black stripes. They 
are palerthan most other tigers. The fur 
on the belly and chest is white, with 
black stripes. They have a white ruff 
around the neck. There are only about 
400 of these mag- 
nificent tigers left 
in the wild, and 
they are an endan- 
gered species. 


Asia, some in the woodlands of in the mountains where it is 
Siberia. Others are found in snowy.Mosttigersliveandhunt 
mangrove swamps, and in tall alone, and mark their territory 
grass jungles. Some are found by spraying the ground and 

plants with urine, and by leav- 


TheBengal Tiger is found 
in the rainforests and 
grasslands of Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Burma, China, In- 
dia, and Nepal. Bengal ti- 
gers are extremely large, 
and the males are up to 3 2 
metres in length. The Ben- 3 ~ ws 
gal tiger’s fur is orange-ae 
brown, with black stripes. 
It hunts deer, pigs, antes 
lopes, cattle, buffaloes and™ 
even baby elephants. 
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ing scratch marks ontrees. They 
are also good swimmers. A ti- 
ger's stripes help it to get close 
to prey when it is hunting, by 
allowing it to blend into the 
grasses, and edges of forests 
where it lives. Each tiger's pat- 
tern is different, like human fin- 


ae | , z 


y Bengal Tiger 


igers help control the 
population of plant eat- 
ing animals like deer, 
wild buffaloes and an- 
telopes, as well as ani- 
mals like boars that 
eat both plants and 
animals.Today, tigers 
are becoming fewer 
and fewer, due to 
poaching and 
lack of habitat. 
As aresult, anim- 


Tigers hunt mainly between 
sunset and dawn. They stalk 
their prey, and get as close as 
possible. They then chase the 
animal from behind, pouncing 
on it, and biting the neck or 
throat. When the prey is dead, 
the tiger drags it to a safe place, 
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portant link in the food 
chain is fast vanishing. 
It is very important to 
save the tiger, in or- 
der to keep the bal- 
ance of Nature, 
which in turn, will 
saveourforests, o 
and our plan- 62 .: 


and eats it. If the prey is a large 

animal, the tiger can feed on it 

for a few days. | 
Noteveryhuntis successful, / White Tiger 


so tigers don't eat every day. | White tigers are not albinos. 
They hunt and eat many dif- | Theyare Bengal tigersthat pos- 
ferent kinds of animal such as | sessa special gene responsible 
deer, wild pigs, birds, mon- | for their characteristic white 
keys, leopards, bears, and | colour. If a male and female ti- 
wild cattle. Did you know that ger both have this gene, their 
tigers eat upto 18kgsofmeat | offspring will be white. White 
atonetime? \ tigers are bigger in size than 
\ the orange ones. Their fur is 
\ paleincolour, andlined with 
\ chocolate coloured stripes. 
\ Their eyes are blue. It is 
\_ hard to find white tigers 
\._ in the wild. Most of to- 
> day’s white tigers are 
= foundin captivity. 


No time 
to hunt... 
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Why is a lion’s hunting technique 
unique? 

The lion is a member of the cat family. 
Although it is called the ‘the king of the 
jungle’, it is found mostly in the open 
plains of East Africa, with a few found in 
India. 

Lions are social animals. By hunting 
together,they get more food for every- 
one. Lions tend to generally hunt by 
night, or in the early mornings. They are 
not very fast animals, but in contrast, the 
animals they hunt are some of the fastest 
on the planet. Consequently, lions have 
developed two main hunting methods. 
In the first, the lion stalks its prey from 
cover to cover, with afinal burst of speed 
at the end. If spotted, the lion will sit up 
and stare nonchalantly into the distance! 
The second method is to find a bush 
close to something your prey needs - 
usually water - climb in, and wait. Some- 

_ times, one or more lions will wait in am- 
bush at a waterhole, and jump on unsus- 


One, two, 
three, four,five... 
,) Once I caught a deer 
ih 


alive! 


Asiatic Lion 

The Asiatic lion is one of theseven sub-species 
of lions on this planet. The Gir forest in India is 
the only place where this magnificent animal is 
found today. Asiatic lions feed on wild pigs, cat- 
tle, antelope and deer in the wild. The prese 
population of Asiatic lions is 359, but this 
number is increasing every year because 
of conserva- 
tion efforts. 


pecting animals coming fa a_theanimal down, and then, it ac- 
drink. Group hunting meth- _ tually kills its prey.An adult lion 
ods are ruthless and scientific. _ will typically eat 18 Kgs of meat at 
The younger members of a_ atime. After eating a large meal, 
pride will often ‘drive’ a herd lions will sleep for as long as 24 
of prey animals towards the hours! Generally speaking, it is 
moreexperiencedhunterswho the lionesses that do most of the 
arewaitingin ambush. Making — hunting. 

a kill is generally done in two 
stages- first, the lion brings 


Lionesses develop and sharp- 
en their fighting skills by role 
playing. However, they are care- 
ful to retract their claws, and 
they do not expose their teeth 
while playing. This type of play 
also helps them to determine 
their status within the pride. 
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eopards spend a lot of 
their time on trees. Cubs © 
learn to climb trees when — 
they are young, and the 
mothers leave them u 
the branches for their: 
safety. Leopards regular 
sleepontreetopstoo. ~ 
However, they find 
climbing down trees z 
more difficult than pape 
climbing up, because 
of their backward _. 


pointing claws. Why is the leopard a hugely 


skilled hunter? 

Leopards are found in a variety of 
habitats ranging from tropical for- 
ests to mountains. They are most 
widely distributed in Southern Af- 
rica and Southeast Asia. Weighing 
in at an average 60 kgs, leopards 
are half the size of lions and tigers. 
But what leopards lack in size, they 
make up for in strength. With their 
specialized senses and anatomy 
tailored for hunting, leopards can 
occasionally slay animals up to 
three times their size. 

When a leopard sights a poten- 
tial target, it stalks forward with 
head low and legs bent, making 
clever useof cover. Onceitis within 
a range of about 10 metres, this 
cat dashes forward and uses the 
sharp, hooked claws of each fore- 
paw to kill its prey. 


Tell Me Why 


Snow Leopard 
Snow leopards live in 
the mountains of Central 
Asia. They are greyish in 
colour, and are insulated 
by thick hair. Their wide, 
fur-covered feet act as 
natural snowshoes. They 
use their long tails for bal- 
ance, and as blankets to 
cover sensitive body parts 
against the severe moun- 
tain chill. They are hunted 
for their beautiful, warm 
fur, and for their organs, 
which are used in tradi- 
tional Chinese medicine. 


The killing bite is directed 
at the nape of the neck or at 
the throat. Small prey such 
as mice, rats and small birds 
are simply swatted to death 
with a single swipe of a paw. 
The prey is often carried up 
into a tree, and wedged 
among the branches, so that 
the leopard can eatin peace. 
Leopards are so strong that 
they can carry carcasses 
weighing more than 50 kgs 
up vertical tree trunks! 
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he black panther is actu- 
ally a black leopard, and 
these cats are born in the 
same litter as normally 
marked cats and also carry 
the rosette markings. The 
habits of these cats are ex- 
actly like those of the nor- 
mal coloured specimens. 
They inhabit the most 
densely forested areas of 
China, Assam, Nepal, and 
Myanmar. 


~~, 
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Why is the cheetah a success- 
ful hunter? 

Most wild cheetahs are found in 
Eastern and South Western Africa. 
The cheetah is the world’s fastest 
land mammal. It can go from 0 to 
100 kilometres an hour in only 
three seconds, andcan make quick 
and sudden turns in pursuit of 
prey. The cheetah hunts during 
the day. It uses its exceptionally 
keen eyesight to scan its grassland 
environment for signs of prey, gets 
as close to the prey as possible, 
then ina burst of speed, it tries to 
outrun its quarry and attempts to 
knock it down. If successful, the 
cheetah will often drag its kill to a 
shady hiding place to protect it 
tom other animals that some- 
times steal akill before the cheetah 
can eat. Because the cheetah runs 


‘so fast, it overheats in about 20 


seconds. If the prey can stay ahead 


Hooray... 
Tam first! 
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SZGy curious Fact 


he cheetah is listed as vulnera- 
ble on the International union of 
Conservation of Nature’s(IUCN) 
Me, Red List of Threatened Animals. 
ie In Namibia, cheetahs are caught 
and fitted with radio collars and 
then released. This makes it possi- 
ble to track their movements and 
monitor conservation efforts. 


for longer than this, it stands a and catch them. Cheetahs eat 
good chance of escaping. primarily hoofed mammals 

Cheetah mothers spend a_ weighing less than 40 kgs, in- 
long time teaching theiryoung cluding gazelles and young 
how to hunt. Small live ante- wildebeest. They will also eat 
lopes are brought back to the smaller game such as hares, 
cubs so they can learntochase warthogs, and birds. 


ACheetahwitha Kill 


more heavily built. 
are very good 
mmers and climb- 


lieved that jaguars catch fish 
by twitching their tails over 
the surface of the water. This 
movement attracts the fish, 
which are then swiped out of 
the water with the animals’ 


feed on nocturnal prey, they 
huntat night. Jaguars preying on 
cattle often hunt during the day- 
time, and they usually kill caiman 
and turtles while these reptiles 
bask beside the water during the 


large paws. 

Jaguars are capable of kill- 
ing just about any type of 
prey they encounter. They 
can kill animals ranging in 
size from an armadillo that 
weighs 1 kg, to a cow that 
weighs more than 450 kgs! 
Jaguars hunt by walking 
slowly along trails, watching 
,and listening for prey. They 
also wait in ambush beside 
trails, and will leap into the 
water in pursuit of prey. They 
hunt when their prey is most 
active. In areas where they 


Jaguar 


day. 
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Jaguar Battle 

Jaguars often fight over 
territory. These battles are 
usually fierce, but one of 
the animals will retreat be- 
fore real harm is done, 
while the victor patrols the 
area to make sure his rival 
has left. 


Why is the mountain lion 
one of the top predators of 
the animal world? 

The mountain lion is a hunter 
that is the largest native cat in 
North America. It preys on the 
same animals as the jaguar. The 
mountain lion is agood climber 
and a_ powerful predator, 


weighing up to around 90 kgs. 
Mountain lions like to prey on 

deer, though they also eat 

smaller animals such as porcu- 


he mountain lion is 
called the cougar in 
some parts of the Unit- 


__ ed States. In other parts, it is known as the pu- 
___ ma. These cats are found deep in deciduous 


pines and EY he 
raccoons. They ae 
usually hunt at night, or 
during dawn and dusk. They 
stealthily stalk their prey until 
an opportunity arrives to 
pounce, and kill with a power- 
ful bite. They will hide large 
carcasses, and feed on them for 
several days. Did you know that 
this predator can run 55 kmph, 
and leap over 9 metres? 


Mountain Lion 


forests, rain forests, grasslands, and 
the deserts of North America and 
South America. Theyareveryathletic, 
and are excellent jumpers, climbers, 
and swimmers. Interestingly, they 
can purr but cannotroar! 


( Iwillkill 
\ the deer... 


The world is 
a dangerous 
place for the lynx right now. Their for- 
est homes are being cut down for ag- 
ricultural uses. Hunting is still a prob- 
lem for these beautiful animals, too. 
The soft, luxurious coat that keeps 
the lynx warm and comfortable in the 
colder months is also popular in the 
fur industry, especially the lighter- 
coloured belly fur. Itis estimated that 
about 90,000 bobcat and lynx pelts 
are sold each year to the world’s fur 
markets, which is all the more reason 
sf tact ced endangered cats. 


see and hear very well. The soft 
pads on their feet help them to 
sneak up on an animal quietly. 
Bobcats can only eat about 1.5 
kgs of meat at a time, so if they 


This is your» 
last saat y 


catch a big animal, they will 
drag it to a safe spot, and cover 
it up. Later, they will come back 
and eat. 

The lynx is known by the tuft 
of black hair on the tips of its 
ears and its short tail. It is much 
larger than your average 
housecat, and can weigh up to 
38 kgs. It will slowly sneak upon 
its prey such as a rabbit, while 
the prey is busy eating, and 
then pounce on its victim. 
These cats rarely chase after 
potential food, especially if the 
snow is deep. Instead, they hide 
dehind tree stumps or rocks 
until a potential meal walks by! 


Tell Me Why 


tant toservalsand caracals? 

Servals and caracals are found in the 
grassy plains of Africa. Servals have better 
hearing than the other small cats - and 
this is very useful for them while hunting. 
Servals locate prey in the tall grass or 
reeds primarily by hearing. To kill their 
prey, servals use a high leap to strike their 
victim, preventing its escape. 

Sometimes called ‘African lynx’ or 
‘desert lynx’, caracals are tufted-eared 
cats. Caracals , hunt rodents, birds, and 
small deer. The cat's ears are each control- 
led by about 20 muscles to help these 
hunters better determine where prey is 
hiding. They are excellent acrobats, and 
have been known to leap up into the air 
to successfully catch and kill birds. 


Confused..?? 
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ervalscanleap 
upto 4metresin 
length and jump 
as highas one me- f 
tre. Whenitlo- e 
cates its prey, it 

will pounce on it 

and strike the vic- 

tim down with its 

fore paws. The ser- 

val’s pounceisa 
distinctive and 
precisevertical 

‘hop’, whichis 

sometimes adapt- 

ed tocapture 

birds. 


Why is the margay different from other 
wildcats? 

The margay is a solitary wildcat with some very 
unique characteristics. It is completely depend- 
ent on the cover of the treetop canopy through- 
out its Centraland South American range.Insome 
areas, margays hunt, sleep, and even have their 
young in trees. The margay has unique physical 
features that make it an excellent hunter, and 
help itto survive in its forested habitat. A margay’s 
feet are exceptionally broad, with mobile toes 
and flexible ankles than can rotate up to 180°. 

Margays are quite capable of climbing down a 
tree head first. When moving about the tree 
canopy, should they fall, they can stop the fall by 
grasping branches with their hind feet, and set- 
ting themselves upright. They are exceptionally 
agile climbers, and excellent jumpers. Captive 


cats have been seen jumping nearly six metres [9 

straight into the air, and nine metres horizontal- [9 

ly. Margays areamong the most beautiful and Rage Ma 
ea ore 


mysterious of the spotted cats. tk: 
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What is interesting about the jun- 

“glecat? 

The jungle cat is a hunter that is found 
ee across a wide geographic area, ranging from 

 , 4 Egypt and the Middle East, as well as parts of 

[STARFACTI gj Southern Asia through toWestern China. It can 

be distinguished from other wild cat species 


Fishingtat by its long legs and uniform coat colour, 

The fishing cat which ranges from sandy yellow to red- 
attracts fish by dish brown. The jungle cat is generally 
lightly tapping the more active during daylight hours. 
water's surface with its Its prey ranges from rodents, small 


paw, mimicking insect 
movements. Then, _ it 
dives into the water to 
catch the fish. It can also 
use its partially webbed 
paws to scoop fish, frogs, 
and other prey out of the 
water, or swim underwa- 
ter to prey on ducks and 
other aquatic birds. It is 
found in Asia, _ in 
densely vegetated 
areas near water, in 


mammals, birds, reptilesand insects, 
and occasionally, wild pig and chital 
deer. The jungle cat can climb well, 
and has also been observed diving 
into water to catch fish. In fact, the 
name ‘jungle cat’ is mis- 
leading, as jungle cats are 
found mainly along river 
banks, reed beds, and in 
some forests. Interest- 
ingly, the jungle cat is 
probably the only 


marshes, man- cat that barks! 
groves, rivers, 2s 
and streams. Fishing Cat 
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he small- | 
est of the STARA meee 


foxes is the fennec fox. It is iden- 
tified by its relatively huge ears. 
It shelters in burrows thatit digs 
in the sand, and is generally ac- 
tive at night, when it preys on 
small rodents, birds, insects and 

lizards. It is be- 
4 tween 35and43 

centimetres- 
long, and 
weighs around 
1.5 kgs. 


Fennec Fox 


Swift Fox 


Afox'shunting technique 
varies according to the 
strength and weakness of 
its prey. Insects form a ma- 
jor portion of a fox’s diet, 
but the fox hasa very casual 
approach when _ hunting 
them. Small, burrowing ro- 
dents also form an impor- 
tant part of fox's diet. The 
fox has a special technique 
for these. It will move very 


quietly so as not to alert its 
quarry, and listen intently 
for any scurrying sounds 
that indicate the presence 
of its prey. 
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The fox also relies on its 
sense to smell to pinpoint its 
target.Once atargetislocated, 


the fox will launch itself 
through the air like a rocket, 
grab, and finish off the prey. 
Fi 

ger prey like a rabbit or hare, 
the fox will stalk it, crouching 
low on the ground, with its 
eyes locked on the target. A 
short chase generally follows, 
and if the fox is successful, it 
disables its prey by biting its 
legs before killing it. Foxes 
hunt birds, but in such cases, 
they leap horizontally at the 
prey and attempt to bite it. 
However, more oftenthan not, 
the bird manages to escape! 


Blanford’s Fox 


Crab -Eating Foxes 
Crab-Eating Foxes can be 
found in the open woodlands 
and grasslands of South 


America. They are omnivores, 
and they mainly feed oncrabs, 
fish, reptiles, birds, rodents, 
insects, eggs and fruit. 


lanford’s Foxes 
are small foxes found in 
the semi-arid regions, 
steppes, and mountains in 
West and South Asia. They 
are solitaryhuntersthat 
come outat night, preying on 
insects and small creatures. 
They also eat fruit. Blanford’s 
foxes are less suspicious than 
other foxes, and are, there- 
fore, easy to trap and kill. This 
has meant that their numbers 
have been dramatically re- 
duced. 
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“SZC CURIOUS FACT 


ulpeofoxesarethelarg- 
est species of fox in South Sy 
America. Culpeo foxes can be 
found in the deciduous forests 


and carrion. 


Why is the Arctic fox spe- 
cial? 

The Arctic fox is special for 
many reasons. Its lush coat is 
pure white in winter for camou- 
flage against the snow and ice. 
When the seasons change, the 


Arctic Fox 


and grasslands on the western 
side of the Andes mountain 
range in South America. They hunt rabbits, hares, liz- 
ards, birds and insects. They also feed on fruit 


' voles. Those \ 
° : ¢: ‘ : 
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fox’s coat changes colour as 
well, adopting a brown or gray 
appearance that provides cover 
among the summer tundra’s 
rocks and plants. 

Kit foxes hunt rodents, birds, 
and even fish. They feed prima- 
rily on small mammals, includ- 

yo inglemmingsandtundra 
have 


Red _=s foxes 
livearoundthe | 
world in many 
diverse habitats includ- 
ing forests, grasslands, 
mountains, and deserts. 
The great alertness of 
the red fox and its keen 
sense of smell, hearing, 
and sight enable itto live 
close to humans without 
being easily noticed. The 
red fox is primarily a 
predator. 


cliffs along the seacoast often puffins. In winter, Arctic foxes 
depend heavily on nesting follow polar bears to feed on 
seabirds such as auklets, and_ their leftovers. When food is 
plentiful, they will bury it for 
__fater. 


aks he grey foxisa 

Prk: , peppery grey on top, 
Pixie ait” reddish-brown on its sides, chest, 
a and the back of its head. The grey 

i eed fox can be found from Southern 


Canada to Northern Columbia and 
_ Venezuela. Thegreyfoxisasolitary 

hunter, and eats a wide-variety of 

foods. A large part of its diet is 
made up of small mammals like 
~ mice and voles. 
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Why are its ears important 
to the bat eared fox? 
The bat-eared fox’s name comes from its enor- 
mous ears, which are large in proportion to its head like 
those of many bats. These foxes use their ears to detect tiny 
sounds like the movements of termites underground. They hunt 
mainly at night and dash about their feeding ground with their 
ears to the ground. Bat-eared foxes can hear larvae chewing their 
way out of an underground dung beetle ball. They can also detect 
the sound of harvesting termites chewing on short grasses. 

The diet of bat eared foxes consists primarily of insects and 
other arthropods, especially the harvester termite and dung 
beetles. They occasionally feed on small rodents, lizards, the 

eggs and chicks of birds, and plant matter. 


Someone he 
is hiding 
here! 
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Raccoon Dogs 


Raccoon dogs are a species of canine 
named for their striking resemblance to 
raccoons. The animal's face sports a black 
mask, small rounded ears, and a pointed 
muzzle, resembling a raccoon, hence its 
name. However, it is not related to the rac- 
coonatall. 


hebushdog is about the 
size of a terrier, with short legs 
andashorttail.Itsfeetare webbed, 
an adaptation that comes in handy 
when the animal takes to the water in 
search of prey. Bush dogs eat largero- 
_ dents such as capybaras and agoutis. 
They are efficient swimmers, and 
may chase their prey into water. 


row or 
» trunk. 


Hunters of the Animal World 


bisa make their den in a bur- 
hollow tree 


These small fox- 
sized furry animals 
are found in Asia, in- 
cluding eastern Si- 
beria and Japan. 
Raccoon dogs are 
unusual in that as 
they are the only 
ones in their family 
that will spend the 
winter asleep, enter- 
ing hibernation in 
November, and be- 
coming active again 
in March. Raccoon 
dogs hunt frogs, |iz- 
ards, invertebrates, 
insects, birds and 


eggs. They are om- 
nivorous, 
plants too. 


and eat 


Small Eared Dog 
rt Small-eared dogs have rounded 
CURIOUS FACT ) ears, which are relatively shorter 
than any other canine’s. They are 
found in Brazil and Peru, and inhabit tropical forests from sea 
level to about 1,000m. They are elusive animals and they prefer a 
solitary lifestyle. Small-Eared dogs mainly feed on fish, small 
mammals, insects, crabs, fruit, amphibians, reptiles and birds. 


SS 


What are dingoes? 

The dingo is Australia’s only 
native dog, and is thought to 
have descended from wild 
Asian dogs. Dingoes arrived in 
Australia about 4000-6000 
years ago, and were probably 
introduced through trading 


between Aboriginal people Dingo 
and Indonesiansfishing in local 
waters. Dingoes are Australia’s larg- 


est mammalian meat-eater or 
carnivore. They hunt many oth- 
er animals such as the kanga- 
roo. Though dingoes are pre- 
dominantly carnivorous, they 
will eat a wide variety of foods, 
including plants and insects. 
They hunt mainly at night. 
Australia is home to so many 
of these animals that they are 
generally considered pests. A 
famous ‘dingo fence’ has been 
( erected to protect grazing 
ee ) lands for the continent's herds 
of sheep from dingoes. 
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a 
Weare 
going to hunt a 
Kangaroo! 


Why is the dhole’s hunting strat- 
egy different? 

TheDhole, Asia’swilddog, is differ- 
ent from other wild dogs in many 
ways. Among its unusualfeaturesis a 
strange whistle call, which it uses to 
re-assemble the pack when animals 
become separated in dense forest. 
The dhole is one of the few dogs that 
regularly hunt in packs. This requires 
intelligence, co-ordination, and 


sometimesruthlessness. InIndia, one 
of the dhole’s favourite prey is the 
medium-sized axis deer. On occa- 
sions, however, it will tackle larger 
prey, and even highly aggressive 
prey like the wild boar. 


Dholes hunt during the 
day. The animals first 
gather together in a clear- 
ing, and seem to commu- 
nicate with their strange 
calls. The pack hunts with 
a definite strategy. Dhole 
packs have one ‘lead dog’ 
in charge. The dholes 
communication helps 
them take down prey 
many times their own 
body weight. Then they 
swallow meat in large 
chunks and actually carry 
it back to pack members 
this way! They will hunt 
together, share their prey, 
then separate again into 


the original smaller 
groups. 
Areyou ~~ 
ready for the ) 


battle..? / 
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The African wild dog is found in East Africa. It has 
a colourful, patchy coat, large bat-like ears and a 


bushy tail with a white tip that may serve as a flag 
to keep the pack in contact while hunting. The 
African wild dog preys on gazelles and other 
antelopes, wart hogs, wildebeests, calves, 
rats, and birds. They have a peculiar, play- 
ful ceremony that initiates each hunt. 
They circulate among themselves, vo- 


calizing and touching until they get o two wild dogs 
excited. When preyistargeted,some / have the same mark- 
of the dogs run close to the animal, | ings. Each individual 


while others follow behind, taking | has markings different 
over when the leaders tire. They can from the others, mak- 
run long distances at speeds up to | "9 ees eit ah peer 
55 kilometres per hour. African wild eae: ag a pata 
dogs sometimes tear the flesh off a Ag Re 
their victim even while it is alive. This ra ot anda 
has giventhemareputation for cruelty. \ Sait and help 
The most remarkable part of theirhunt- \ ¢9 midbains to 
ing is their complete lack of aggressive- ‘she balance of 
ness towards each other. They play anim- “— nature. 
portant role in the process of natural selection, 

in which only the fittest survive. 
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Maned Wolf 

The maned wolf stands nearly 
one metre tall at the shoulder and 
weighs about 23 kgs. This wolflives 
in Central and Southeastern Brazil, Paraguay, Eastern Bolivia, 
and Northern Argentina. It inhabits open forest, savannah, and 
marshland. They eat small mammals, insects, reptiles, birds, bird 
eggs, fruits, and plants. They can rotate their large ears to listen 
for prey animals in the grass. They tap the ground with their front 
footto flush out the prey, and pounce to catch it. 


What do wolves gether to catch their prey. They need an 
preyon? average of 1 to 2.5 kgs of meat eachday. 

Wolves kill, and eat However, hunting is not always success- 
other animals for food. ful, sotheir bodies are designed to either 
Depending on where eat alot, or to go for days without eating 
they live, wolves live 
mainly on the meat 
from such animals as 
deer, moose, elk, or bi- 
son. They also eat bea- 
vers, rabbits and even 
mice. Because wolves 
usually hunt for large 
animals, they work to- 


Grey Wolf 


Wolves usually hunt in packs butin the spring and summer, 
when there is plenty of prey available they hunt alone. The 
leader of the pack is usually the biggest and strongest. He is 
like a king. The other wolves in the pack usually do what the 
lead wolf tells them to do. During a hunt, howling may be 
used to signal the location of eachwolfto other members. 
Wolves are primarily nocturnal animals. They generally 
commence hunting at dusk. When hunting in winter, the 
wolf will conserve energy whenever possible, by follow- 
ing the same trail as the prey animal, staying upwind, and 
staying out of sight of the prey as longas possible. Wolves 
detect prey by tracking, and chance encounters. After 
prey is detected, wolves may split up to search through 
brush, travel on ridge tops searching for the prey below, 
or test herds looking for signs of weakness. When it is 
time to strike, the wolves will start wagging their tails 
with excitement. They will generally attack the weakest 
member of a herd. The wolves in a 
pack are loyal to each other in every 
way, although wolves may fight 
with other packs if they cross ter- 
ritories. 


/ This is for the 
\ next month... / 


anything. Infact, theycaneatasmuchas_ § 
10 kgs of meat at atime,andthenmay 
not eat again for many days. Did you 
know that wolves eat fish too? In fact, a 
wolf was once observed catching five 
fishes in fifteen minutes! Wolves will 
sometimes eat grass as aremedy, if they 
have eaten something that doesn’t 
agree with them. 
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Red Wolves 

The red wolf is one of 
two species of wolves in 
North America, and it is 
an endangered animal. 
They are known for the 
characteristic reddish 
color of their fur most 
apparent behind the 
ears and along the neck 
and legs. Red wolves are 
social animals that live 
in packs. They prey ona 
varietyofwildmammals 
such as raccoon, rabbit, 
white-tailed deer, and 
other rodents. They are 
most active at dusk and 
dawn. Red wolves are 
elusive and generally 
avoid humans and hu- 
man activity. 


Red Wolf 
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Grey Wolf 


Why is the grey wolf special? 

The grey wolf is special for many 
reasons. To begin with, it is the 
largest member of the canine 
family, and the ancestor of the 
domestic dog. Wolves live, travel, 
and hunt in packs of 4-7 animals 
that include the mother and fa- 
ther wolves, called the alphas, 
their pups, and several other sub- 
ordinate or young animals. 
Wolves develop close relation- 
ships and strong social bonds. 
They often demonstrate deep af- 
fection for their family, and may 
even sacrifice themselves to pro- 
tect the family unit, and this 
makes them truly special. Wolves 
also have a complex communica- 
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he side striped jackal inhabits the Sie — 
deciduous woodlands of many Savan- — 
nah regions throughout Africa. Their 
name originates from the light marks 
running alongside the sides of their tats along with bush, 
bodies. This fox prefers wooded habi- grassland, and marshes 
za all below 822 metres. The — 
side-striped jackal will 
eat wild fruits, small 
mammals such as mice, 
rats, and hares, and in- 
sects like as crickets, bee- 
tles, termites, and grass- 
hoppers. Did you know 
that this jackal does not 
howl like other jackals 
do, though it does make 
many other sounds? 


Side Striped Jackal 


tion system that ranges from barks _ prey. They eat ungulates, 
and whines to growls and howls. or large hoofed mam- 
Designed to hunt for meat, the grey mals, like elk, deer, moose 
wolves spends most of their time and caribou. Wolves are 
roaming tirelessly in search of large also known to eat bea- 
vers, rabbits and other 
small prey. Wolves are 
scavengers, and often eat 
animals that have died 
due to other causes like 
starvation and disease. 
Interestingly, grey wolves 
are not always grey; they 
can be white, black or 
virtually any shade of tan 
or grey! 
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Thisis 
our target! 


What do we know 
about the golden 
jackal and _ black 
backed jackal? 

Golden jackals are 
also known as com- 
mon jackals. They are 
generally regarded as 
small scavengers, but 
apart from scaveng- 
ing, they do hunt and 
kill for their own food. 
Golden jackals are pri- 
marily nocturnal. They 
prey on smaller mam- 
mals such as hares, ro- 
dents, and small ante- 
lope as well as the 
young of larger ante- 
lopes. Golden jackals 
will also eat snakes, 
beetles, crickets, spi- 


Black Backed Jackal 


ders, fruits, and berries. A pair of male and 
female jackals will often hunt together 
which significantly increases the chance 
of the hunt being successful. Golden 
jackals are mainly found in open plains 
areas, but they are also found in wooded 
areas. Dis a, 


The black backed 
jackal takes its name 
from the prominent 
‘saddle’ on its 
back, which is black, 
with some white as 
well. Black backed 
jackals are active dur- 
ing the day. Male and 
female jackals hunt, 
scent mark, and de- 
fend their territory to- 
gether. Jackals are 
good runners, and are 
able to trot at 12-15 
kilometres per hour 
for long periods when 
searching for food. 
When hunting in long 
grass, thejackal’sgood 
hearing allows it to lo- 
cate prey before 
pouncing. BlackBacked 
jackals prey on smaller 
mammals such as 
hares, rodents and 
small antelope as well 
as the young of larger 
antelopes. On the 
skeleton coast, Black 
backed jackals prey 
mainly on seals. Black 
backed jackals will kill 
and eat sheep and 
goats - which is why 
farmers hate them! 
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he Ethiopian jackal is 
also known as the Ethio- 
pian wolf. It is found in 
the Afro-alpine regions 
of Ethiopia and Eritrea. It 
is thought that the Ethio- 
pian wolf may be a de- 
scendantofthegreywolf. 
The Ethiopian Jackal is 
one of the rarest, and 
most endangered of all 
canids. Only about twelve 
populations, totaling 
about 450 adults, remain. 


Ethiopian Jackal 


One Wolf 

Many Names! 
Grey wolves 
have many other 
names, depending 
on where they live 
and how they look. 
They are known as 
‘timber wolves’ in 
most parts of USA. In 
| Mexico they are com- 
\ monly known by a 
local name, ‘lobos’. 
In Canada they are 
called ‘tundra 
wolves’, ‘arctic 
wolves’ or 
‘white 
wolves’. 


Why do farmers dislike coyo- 
tes? 
Coyotes are a species of wolf that are found 
in North and Central America. They are smaller than 
wolves, and are sometimes called prairie wolves. Coyo- 
tes are very interesting animals. Their appearance and be- 
haviour is quite similar to that of dogs. These members of the 
dog family once lived primarily in open prairies and deserts, 
but now roam the continent's forests and mountains. Coyotes 
will eat almost anything. They hunt rabbits, 
rodents, fish, frogs, and even deer. They 
also happily dine on insects, snakes, fruit, 
grass, and carrion. They sometimes kill 
lambs, calves, or other livestock, as well ~ 
aspets,andsoranchersand farmers a 
regard them as destructive pests. = 
Coyotes are formidable hunters — % 
because they have keen vision j 
and astrongsenseofsmell. In ~ % 


form packs for more. ef- | 
fective hunting. 


Polar Bear 


Why is the polar bear able 
to conserve its bodyheat? 

Polar bears are large bears 
that live in the freezing Arctic 
regions. They have strong legs 
with large, flattened feet that 
help them while walking on ice 
and swimming. Their wide 
paws prevent sea ice from 
breaking by distributing weight 
while the bear is walking. In ad- 
dition, the wide paws serve as 
paddles to help polar bears 
swim faster. 

Fur covers the polar bear’s 
entire body, even the feet, to 
help keep the bear warm in the 
bitterly cold climate of the Arc- 
tic. The fur has two layers, one 
for trapping in heat close to the 


Hunters of the Animal World 


body, and another for trapping 
heat and repelling water. The 
outer layer of fur is hollow, and 
reflects light, giving the fur its 
white colour. The white fur 
helpsthe bearcamouflage itself 
inthe snowy habitat. |In contrast 
to its white fur, the skin is black. 
The black skin readily absorbs 
sunlight, which helps to keep 
the bearwarm. Polar bears have 
a layer of blubber below the 
surface of the skin. The blubber 
acts as insulation on the body 
to trap heat. This is especially 
important while swimming. All 
these features help the polar 
bear to conserve its body heat 
and survive in the icy Arctic cli- 
mate. 
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Why is the polar bear an amazing Fire.. It's 
hunter? something 
Polar bears are carnivores. They eat \ fot! 
ringed and bearded seals, but they have 
been known to eat walruses, other spe- 
cies of seals, belugas, and the carcasses 
of larger whales. If desperate, a polar 
bear will eat whatever meat it can find. 
The first method of hunting seals used 
by a polar bear is ‘still hunting.’ In this 
method, the polar bear remains motion- 
less beside a breathing hole, waiting for 
a seal to surface. When a seal surfaces, 
the polar bear bites into the head or up- 
per body, then flips the entire seal onto 
the ice. Stalking is a hunting method 
used by polar bears. Once spotted, the 
seal is slowly and steadily stalked by the 
polar bear. At 15 to 30 metres away, the 
polar bear suddenly charges the seal. 
With its claws or teeth, the polar bear 
grabs the seal, and kills it. The aquatic 
stalk is another technique used by polar 
bears. It will swim toward a seal that is 
on an ice floe. Once the polar bear 
reaches the ice edge, it quickly emerges 
from the water, and grabs the seal with 
its Claws or teeth. It is these different _ 
techniques that make the polar bear a. ~~ 
aot truly amazing hunter. 
ee — 


- 


on Polar Bear Swimming 


—. 


Grizzly Bear gS oe 


ee. Fishing 


Se 


Why is the grizzly 
bear’sfishingtechnique 37% 
special? As 
Grizzly bears are found "aie 
in North America. They ao 
are huge in size, but are B= 
fast runners. When not hi- 6. 
bernating, grizzly bears “~~ 
spend much of their time 
moving around, looking 
for food. Being extremely 
strong, these bears can 
take down mammals as ‘ 
big as bison and moose. 
Grizzlies eat just about 
everything. Their diet in- 
cludes both meat and 
plants. In fact, plants make 
up 90 percent of agrizzly’s 
diet ina given day. 
Grizzlies are very good 
at fishing too. They have 
no problem wading into 
rivers and lakes for food, 
and are skilful at catching 
fish with their claws and 
mouth. These bears usu- 
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What 


do we 

know about 

the American 
black bear? 


American Black Bears 
are found only in North 
America, and are the conti- 
nent’s smallest and most com- 
mon bears. Black bears are full 
of curiosity, and have complex 
family relationships. Although it 
is a meat eater, most of a black 
bear’s diet is made up of plants. It 
| eats twigs, buds, leaves, nuts, roots, 

| fruit, corn and berries. It also eats 

ally place themselves | bees and honey, and it tears up rot- 
smack in the middle of | tinglogstogetat grubs, beetles and 
the water traffic, waiting | insects. The black bear also catches 
for dinner to come to | fish, and small to medium-sized 
them. Even though griz- | mammals, and eats carrion. The 


American Black Bear | 
| 


zlies are solitary animals, \ black bear is a solitary animal. It is 
theygathertogetherevery \ usually crepuscular. That means it 
year in colonies near the \ is active in the early morning and 
rivers of the Pacific North- \ intheevening.Itcanrunat speeds 
west when it is time for the \ of up to 48 kilometres per hour, 
salmon to move upriver to \ and is an excellent swimmer. It 
spawn. The salmon leap high \ canalso climb trees. The black 
in the air as they approach the. \ bear has poor eye sight, but 
rapids, and a grizzly can catch a it has an excellent sense of 
leaping salmon with one swipe of hearing, and a _ keen 
its forepaw. Sometimes, the ani- sense of smell, whichis 
mal will just standin the water and agreat help when it 
wait for the fish to jump into its is hunting for 
mouth! _ food. 
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sian black bears make 
all sorts of noises to com- 
municate with each other. 
These include grunts, 
whines, roars, and slurp- 
ing sounds made when 
feeding. They also make 
‘an appalling row’, when 
wounded, alarmed or an- 
gry! They sometimes 
make loud hissing noises 
as warnings or threats, 
and scream when fight- 
ing. When approaching 
other bears, they produce 
‘tut tut’ noises, or clucking 
sounds. 


Asian Black Bear 


Formosan Black Bear 


Why is the Asian black bear 
called an occasional hunter? 

Asian black bears or moon 
bears are closely related to the 
North American black bears. They 
are called moon bears because of 
the sickle-shaped marking on 
their chest. 

Asian black bears tend to live in 
mountain forests in many coun- 
tries across Asia from Iran to Ja- 
pan. This bear is an omnivore, 
feeding on nuts, acorns, berries 
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and other fruit, as well How 
as honey, insects and 
carrion. It will also, oc- 
casionally, prey upon 
a sheep or mountain 
goat, which is why it is 
called an occasional 
hunter. 

Asian black 
bears climb trees 
often and with 
great skill, build- 
ing ‘nests’ in which 
they sleep at a 
height of up to 40 
metres. 

In the wild, they 
prefer to avoid con- 
flict. However, they 
sometimes attack 

humans savagely, and 
if captured, they can 
be very aggressive. 
These bears are loners. 
They are in danger of 
extinction now 
because the 
forestswhere 
they live are 
being cut 
down, and 
because they 
are used in na- 
tive medicine. 


mites 


Sloth bears have shaggy, dusty- 
black coats, pale, short-haired muz- 
zles, and long, curved claws that they 
use to excavate ants and termites. 


Longest Tail 
Sloth bears are one of the 
eight species of bears world- 
wide. They were originally clas- 
sified as ‘bear sloths’ because of 
their sloth-like, or sickle-shaped 
claws. They can hang upside- 
down like sloths. They have the 
longest tail in the bear family, 
running 15 to 18 centimetres 


long. The tail is hidden in their 
fur. 


Sloth Bear 


They live in Sri Lanka, India, 
Bhutan, Nepal,and Bangladesh, 
and inhabit thorn forests, wet 
forests, and grasslands. The 
sloth bear feeds mainly on ter- 
mites and ants, but will also eat 
carrion if other food is scarce. 
Its diet also consists of fruits, 
berries, grasses, seed pods, 
flowers, yams, eggs, honey, in- 
sect larvae, and other insects. 
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sayy 


_ Sloth Bearon a Tee. 


However, sloth bears do not 
fish, hunt animals, or graze. 
They will turn over rocks and 
logs and dig as deep as 1.5 me- 
tres to feed on large under- 
ground insect colonies. They 
will also continue eating a hon- 
eycomb until it is completely 
gone, even if they are being 
stung by bees! 

Sloth bears feed mainly on 
termites, and have a special 
technique for catching them. 
Their long, curved claws are 


he sloth bear too 
can stand onits back 


wae bears. This was once 
® = Aelieved to be an 
eh aggressive posture, 


thatthebearisreally 


view ofits surround- 
ings. More impor- 
tantly, this also 
helps them to scent 


or to sense dangers. 
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gaining a clearer, 


- the air to find food,’ 
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legs, like the other. | 
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but we now know . 
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What does the spectacled bear prey on? # 
Spectacled bears are small, shy bears found in the 

dense jungles of South America. They get theirname 

from the whitish to yellowish rings that encircletheir =~ 
eyes, resembling large spectacles. Spectacled bears. 
eat mainly fruit, berries, cacti,and honey.Spectacled |" ™ 
bears are excellent climbers. They may sometimes “~~ 
sit patiently on the branches of a tree for days, wait- 
ing for the fruit to ripen! They have extremely strong 
jaws and wide, flat molars to chew tough vegetation 
suchas tree bark and or- 
chid bulbs. Spectacled 
bears will sometimes 
supplement their diet 
with meat. Their prey 
consists mainly of small 
rodents, birds, insects, 
and even small cows. 
Sometimes, they get in- 
to the habit of preying 
on cattle, and this gets 
them killed by farmers. 


Spectacled Bears 


, / _ Hooray! 
used for penetrating rock \ It's working. 
hard nest mounds. Once ~— 
they’ve opened a hole, they 
blow away excess dirt, then 
noisily suck out the insects 
through a gap in their front 
teeth. They do this by closing 
their nostrils, and using their 
lips like a vacuum nozzle! 
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Brown bears love to eat 
salmon, which is an impor- 
/ tant source of protein for 
_._ them. During the spawning 
“season, salmon swim up- 
stream, leaping over rapids 
to reach their spawning 
grounds. Brown bears will 
~ Wait patiently in the water 
~~ for a fish to leap, and then 
pounce, to knock it down 
with a stunning blow, or a 
killing Bite. 


Bear Catching 
aSalmon Fish _ 


sian black bears are feared, because they are known to kill 
livestock and attack humans. Generally speaking, they are ag- 
gressive toward people, and can be a major nuisance to the farm- 
ers on whose livestock and crops they dine. In turn, they have 
been nearly eradicated from many parts of their range, due to 
the value placed on their body parts as ingredients in traditional 
Asian medicine and as delicacies. As a result, they are considered 
an endangered species. 
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Why is the giant panda considered aca 
nivore? 
The giant panda is the rarest member of the 
bear family. It is a cute and cuddly medium- 
sized black-and-white bear that lives only in 
the mountainous temperate forests of south- 
west China. It is among the world’s most 
threatened animals. Only about 1,600 of these 
rare bears are left. Giant pandas eat a diet of 
bamboo. Adult giant pandas will spend 10 to 
16 hours a day finding, and eating bamboo. 

Giant pandas have avery specialized anato- 
my linking them to bamboo for survival. Their 
front paws are specially designed to allow 
them to hold bamboo stalks. It may eat up to 
20 kgs of bamboo each day! 

Even though, its diet is made 99 percent of 
bamboo, a giant panda may eat other foods 
such as honey, eggs, fish, yams and bananas 
when available Very rarely, a giant panda will 
eat small animals if they can catch them, but 
they're usually dead though. Giant pandas 
are classified as carnivores, as the classifica- 
tion is by ability to eat, and the panda has the 
teeth made for ripping flesh. 
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Bearsin 


Fairy Tales 
Bears have 
played anim- 
portant rolein 
fairy talesand 
fables. The 
most famous 
fairy tale is 
probablythe 
one titled 
‘Goldilocks and 
the Three 
Bears’. There 
are many ver- 
sions of this 
story. Bears 
are also promi- 
nent in mytho- 
logical stories 
from different 
countries. 
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orthern Eurasia and North 


_ America. Standing upright 


Shrine for Bear Victims 


on its hind legs, an average-sized 
male brown bear may reach 2.1 
metres. During the fall, a brown 
bear eats practically around the 
clock, to store food for the winter 
months when it goes into hiber- 
nation. Brown bears like to feed in 
the morning and evening, to 
avoid the afternoon heat. 

Brown bears like grass, leaves, 
wild berries, nuts, seeds, fruits, 
bulbs and tubers. They will also 
snack on beetles, termite nests, 
worms, ants, and other insects. 
They will use the claws on their 
paws to scrape bark, turn over 
logs, and disturb dirt mounds to 
find bugs and other edibles. If 
available, brown bears will hunt 
for animal prey. They will eat ro- 
dents, squirrels, foxes, and other 
small animals. They have also 
been known to attack young deer 
and sheep. Brown bears love fish, 
and are fond of salmon. They are 


» excellent at fishing. In fact each 


bear has its favourite spot and will 


ate ty to ‘reserve’ it from other bears. 
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Raccoons are small, 

very adaptable mammals 

found in North and South 
America, and a few tropical 
islands.They are found in for- 
ests, marshes, prairies, and even 
in cities. Raccoons are also known 
for their excellent night vision and 


/ This will make ~ 
our fishing easy. 


Why is the crab eating rac- 

_ cooninteresting? 
Crab eating raccoons are 
found in themarshyandjungle 
areas of Central and South 
America. Interestingly, the crab- 
eating raccoon usually seems 


to prefer to eat fruit. Of course, — 


4 like all raccoons, these animals 
will eat anything they can find: 
and of course, crabs. One thing 

that sets this animal 
apart from other 
carnivores 
keen sense of is its 
hearing. Theyclimb 
trees well, moving for- 
ward or backward~ on 
their way up or down the 
tree. They are one of few ani- 


mals that can descend a tree 
headfirst. They can also drop, un- 
harmed, 10 to 15 metres. They are 
fastrunners, and excellent swimmers. 
They are adaptable, and use their dex- 
terous front paws and long fingers to 
find and feast ona wide variety of fare. 
Raccoons like to live near water, and 
find a lot of their meals in the water. They 
hunt at night, and use their lightning- 
quick paws to grab crayfish, frogs, and 
other aquatic creatures. On land, they 
pluck mice and insects from their hiding 
Places, and raid nests for tasty eggs. They 
also eat fruit, nuts, plants, crops, and gar- 


bage. 
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Spare me! 
I'm not acrab eating 
aN Raccoon. 


ability to use the sense of touch 
to find food. This is a very valu- 
able asset for a nocturnal ani- 
mal.Crabeating Raccoons tend 
to prefer to live near water. 
They have probably been ob- 
servedeating crustaceans, which 
led to them being given their 
common name. Actually, 
the name is a little mis- 
leading, because other 
raccoons also eat crabs, 
and the crab eating 
raccoon eats other 
food besides crabs! 


Crab eating Raccoon 


_ tailed olingo? 

_ Bushy-tailed olin= 

‘Aa, = __ gos are found in the 
Brace ~~ rainforests of Central 
a ~* and northern South § 
¢? - aay Y re merica. They are 
me ysis aN ight brown in col-§ 
i ie aN Feat 8 _@0ur, with a pale col- 
: ~i/ Saat oe : Mged underside. § 

aoe ‘Their hands and feet 


y Wa —shave asstrong grasp, 
; ve <A “ a” _andthey havea long, 


A: 5 J 
Foe ‘4 7 “ 7) ae ¥ 
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BuShy- tailed Olingo 


ay 
a i The ringtail species ap- 
~~ isa small ground- pealing to hu- 


% dwelling mammal mans. The ringtail 
foundinthearidregions has greyish or brownish 
of the fur, and a black and 
Western US. white banded tail. It 
It looks likea * Mi is an active creature, 
cross between ne and can leap like a 
a house cat anda squirrel and useits sharp 
raccoon, and dis- claws to climb walls like a 
plays some of the spider. These acrobatic 
characteristics skills help the animal 
that make both hunt. But since it 
emerges from its den 
only at night, few hu- 
mans ever, see the 
ringtail at work. 


bushy tails. Bushy tailed 
olingos are able to 
move around with great 
skill and agility through 
the branches of trees. 
These creatures belong 
to the same family as 
raccoons, and are soli- 
tary by nature. They 
rarely venture to the 
ground, and are active 
at night. Bushy-tailed 
olingos mainly feed up- — 
on fruit, but they will al- 
so hunt and eat insects, 
small birds, and small 
mammals. They are 
fond of nectar too, and 
they love the nectar of 
the balsa tree. 


What is the kinkajou’s 
diet? 

Kinkajous are very cute 
relatives of the raccoon. 
They live in the tropical 
forests of Central and 
South America, and spend 
most of their time in trees. 
The kinkajou has a prehen- 
sile or gripping tail that it 
uses much like another 
arm. Kinkajous often hang 
from this incredible tail, 
which also aids their bal- 
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Kinkajou 


ance, and serves as a cozy blanket 
while the animal sleeps high in the 
canopy. 

Kinkajous are sometimes called 
honey bears because they raid bees’ 
nests. They use their long, skinny 
tongues to slurp honey from a hive, 
and also to remove insects like ter- 
mites from their nests. They love 
fruit, and also eat small mammals 
which they catch with their nimble 
front paws and sharp claws. They 
roam and eat at night, and ret 
each morning to sleep in prev 
used tree holes. _ 
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South American coatis are 
omnivorous members of the 
raccoon family, and have 
long mobile snouts, reddish 
fur, and ringed tails. They are 
also called southern ring- 
tailed coatis, and can be 
found in a number of loca- 
tions including the Amazon 
rainforests. This animal has 
strong front legs and long 
claws which are very useful 
when foraging and climbing 
in trees. It is also able to turn 
its ankles a full 180°, which 
enables it to go down trees 
head first. 

South American coatis are 


diurnal, and are equally at _ 


ae 


White- nosed Coati 


home on the ground, or on 
trees. They feed on inverte- 
brates, lizards, frogs, fruit, 
and eggs. They use their 
snouts to poke through 
crevices to find animals on 
the ground. They turn over 
rocks and rip open logs in 
searchof prey. 7! 


Tell Me Why 


eS 


Why are mustelids consid- 
ered fearless hunters? 

Mustelids are mammals that 
belong to the weasel family. 
They are a diverse group of ex- 
ceptionally tough carnivores. 
Typically short legged and long 
bodied, they range from tiny 
tunnel hunters to diggers, tree- 
top leapers, swimmers, and 
Arctic scavengers. 

A mustelid’s primary sense is 
smell. Hearingcomesin second, 
in terms of importance. The 
sense of touch of the mustelids 
is acute, centered primarily on 
the face, and based on the long 
whiskers that sprout from their 
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The stoat is a small sized mam- 
mal closely related to weasels 
and ferrets. Stoats are found in 
moorlands, woodlands, farms, 
coastal areas, and even moun- 
tainous regions across the North- 
ern Hemisphere. Stoats prey ona 
number of animals including ro- 
dents, fish eggs, insects, small 
reptiles, and amphibians. The 
stoat’s favourite meal however is 
the rabbit - despite the fact that 
the stoat is generally much =®' 
smaller than the rabbit! eS 


Ch TAC ONS 
lips, chin, and brow. These 
whiskersallowthemtoprecisely 
target their prey’s vital spots, 
even in complete darkness. 
Those mustelids that hunt large 
prey will grab theirvictim witha 
bite, then grip it with either the 
forelegs, or wrap the whole 
body around it. This allows 
them to positionthemselves for 
adeath bite - delivered precisely 
through the base of the skull, 
driving their elongated fangs 
into the brain. They are fearless 
hunters, attackinganimals much 
bigger than themselves, and 
they often refuse to back down 
from overwhelming odds. 
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STARE 


Weasel 


Irnunting 

Weasels are furry mam- 
mals that are found in North 
America, northern South 
America, Europe, Asia, and 
the extreme north of Africa. 


Ge 
Marbled Polecat 
The marbled polecat has 
white or yellow spots or 
stripes. Itinhabits dry open 
= regions or steppes. It hunts 
¥ at night, or at twilight fora 
oa variety of small animals, 
Nab bs especially hamsters. Like 
vi \ most mustelids, the marbled 
4 polecat can let off powerful 
‘stink bombs’ from its anal 


glands whenit is threatened 
orattacked. 


Tell Me Why 


Ps 
gy. 
co 


Black Footed Ferret 
The _ black-footed 
ferret is a member of 


the weasel family. It is the only ferret native to North Amer- 
ica. It has short legs with large front paws, and claws devel- 
oped for digging. Its large skull and strong jaw and teeth 
are adapted for eating meat. Prairie dogs,a small rabbit 
sized rodent, make up 90% of a black-footed ferret’s diet. A 
ferret may eat over 100 prairie dogs in one year. Black- 
footed ferrets are also known to eat ground squirrels, small 
rodents, rabbits, and birds. 


They live almost any- 
where they can find 
cover and prey. This 
includes sand dunes, 
grassland, woodland 
and mountains. There 


are numerous 


weasel = spe- 
cies that 
all vary 


in size, colour and to a slight extent, in 
their behaviour too. Weasels must eat 
every 24 hours to avoid starvation, so 
they are active both day and night. 


Come on baby!\. 
This is my new 
technique. 


These tiny, but vicious predators are 
the smallest carnivorous mammals in 
the world, growing to no more than 15 
centimetres from their nose to the tip 
of their tail. 

They are excellent hunters, and eat 
rodents, such as voles and mice. They 
also eat birds or eggs when available. 
Weasels have evolved to prey on small 
animals. Their long, slender bodies are 
perfectly suited for following mice into 
their burrows. Weasels have a small 
and narrow head which is not much 
thicker than their neck. This, coupled 


W ny are mi ks hunted as well a: 
A mink is a carnivore found in the 
Northern Hemisphere. These animals 


spend much of their time in the water, 


. European Mink 


with their short legs and 
flexible spine makes it 
possible for them to eas- 
ily move around in the 
small, confined spaces 
of burrows and tunnels. 
Weasels are incredibly 
strong and powerful for 
their size, and are able to 
catch and kill animals 
that are much larger 
than themselves, before 
carrying them back to 
their burrow. 


although they breed 
and nest on land. These 
creatures have a distinc- 
tive musky odour, which 
they use to signal each 
other and to mark terri- 
tory. 
Like other creatures i 
the weasel family, minks: 
have famously long, 
sleek bodies and short 
legs. Because these ani- 
mals are semi aquatic, 
they have webbed hind 
feet to help them swim, 
along with small ears to 
reduce draginthe water. 
Mink also have pointed 
snouts and small, beady 
eyes which they use to 


Tell Me Why 


he fisher is an animal 
that does not fish at all. It 
hunts on the ground, and its 
prey ranges from mice to 
‘| porcupines. It may also eat 
\\ dead animals - but not 
. fish! Itis hunted by hu- 
% mans for its long 
i > fur. 


AAD) FACT 


seek outfishand otheraquaticprey.The tively sleek, soft fur, 
diet of minks can vary. In addition to which has caused 
aquatic animals suchas fishandcrusta- hunters to pursue 
ceans, the animals hunt and eat small them forcenturies. 

mammals that live on land. Minks are 


Probably most famous for their distinc- | AmericanMink 


Yellow throated Marten 

The yellow throated marten has a creamy yellow throat and 
dark browncoatthat has an orange-yellow tint. It is the only one 
of its speciesthatlivesintropicaland sub-tropical forests. These 
animals are mostly solitary, and because of their excellent climb- 
ing skills, the majority of the time you will find them living in 
trees. They hunt rodents, honey, insects, bird eggs, and frogs. 
They also eat fruits. 


Yellow throated Marten 


How is the beech 
marten different from 

the European pine marten? 
Thebeechmarten or stone marten 
is thin, long and short-legged. Its 
brown covering has a white mark at 
the throat, and this sets it apart from 
the pine marten, whose marking is 
cream-coloured A beech martens 
can be found in mainland Europe as 
well as in West and Central Asian 
territories. During daytime, this 
marten sleeps, and it hunts for prey 
during the twilight hours. Beech 
martens are omnivorous creatures 
and their diet mainly consists of 
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smallmammals, eggs,and 
earthworms. The pine 
marten was _ found 
throughout most of Cen- 
tral and Northern Europe, 
butis now extinct in most 
of England and Wales. 
Pine martens favour well 
wooded areas where they 
can nest in hollow trees, 
and old animal homes. 
Pine martens eat small 
mammals, and seasonally 
available produce such as 
autumn fruits and berries. 
They are also treetop 
hunters that can race skill- 
fully along branches, 
leaping from tree to tree 
in pursuit of squirrels. 


IamaBech 
marten! 
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he sableis another mustelid 
that has been hunted ruth- 
lessly for its fur. It is fast and 
agile on the ground, and can 
climb well, if needed. It 
\ hunts mainly small ani- 
\. malsandeats fruit too. 


What do we know about wol- 
verines? 

Wolverinesarethelargestmem- 
bers of the weasel family. They are 
found in isolated areas of Canada, 
North West USA, Northern Europe, 
and Northern and Eastern Asia. 
They live in dens amongst roots 
and rocks, orsometimes they diga 
den in a snow drift. They are soli- 
tary animals, and they roam a lot, 
travelling up to 24 kilometres a 
day. They have heavy, attractive 
fur that once made them a prime 
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trapper’s target in North 
America, but they are a 
protected species in 
some areas today. 
Wolverines eat some 
plants and berries, in the 
summer season, but this 
does not make up a ma- 
jor part oftheirdiet-they 
are mainly predators, 
and they love meat. 
Wolverines easily dis- 
patch smaller prey, such 
as rabbits and rodents, 
but may even attack 
weak or injured animals 
that are many times 
their size. They also feed 
on carrion-the corpses 
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( Come, join my 


Wolverine 


of larger mammals, such as elk, deer, 
and caribou, and this sustains them in 
winter when other prey may be fewer. 
These strong, stocky, bear like animals 
have extremely powerful jaws that can 
crunch through frozen meat and bone 
easily. 
aa 


Hey you... 


\ dinner! 4 
ed 


~ 


Tell Me Why 


Eurasian badgers live in Brit- 
ain, Ireland, mainland Europe 
and Asia, and Japan. They live in 
family groups, known as clans, 
consisting of up to 12 individu- 
als. They are social creatures, 
and live together in large un- 
derground setts, made up of a 


| Eurasian Badger 
F rae: 4 


illa 

The zorilla is 
a skunk-like mam- 
mal that lives in the Afri- 
can savannas. It has long, thick 
black fur with white stripes. Zo- 
tillas hunt for their prey in the 
soil, and they search around in 
the earth usinglongclaws. They 
dig for grubs, mice, and other 
Small creatures. The zorilla is 
often described as the smelliest 
animal on the planet, because 
its stinky scent can be smelled 
“UP to half amile away. 
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series of interlocking tunnels 
with nest chambers, toilets, and 
several entrances. They inherit 
these setts from their parents, 
while always expanding and re- 
fining them. The resulting huge 
tunnel systems are, in some 
cases, centuries old. 

Eurasian badgers have poor 
sight and hearing, but their 


sense of smell is excellent, and 
this helps them in hunting for reater grisons hav 
food. They hunt mostly at night, long body, a slim point 


and have an omnivorous diet. head, and a relativel 
They eat fruit, nuts, bulbs, tu- short tail. They are grey 
bers, acorns, and cereal crops. colour with a black mu 
They also consume a variety of zle, throat, chest and u 


invertebrateslikeearthworms, derside. They are found i 


wasp and bee nests, birds’ the savannas, grassland 
eggs, carrion, and live verte- rainforests and evergre 
brate prey such as hedge- forests of Southern Mexic 


hogs, moles, and rabbits. Central and South Americ 
E They are usually found near w 
Did you know that the d il Me 

Eurasian badger eats ter and are agile runners, swi 
mers, and climbers. They feed o 


eo hundred small vertebrates, including fis 
eart 2 ea ere and kill their prey by giving them | 
night? swift bite at the back of the neck. 


——# 


RIOUS FACT 


Greater Grimso 


adgers belong to one of the largest car- 
nivore families - the mustelid. The badg- 
ars short ears, five toes on each foot, 
short snout, and long tail, and long, ; 
Nonretractable, curved claws are also 
clues to its mustelid family heritage. 
All species of badgers are similar in 
appearance. Fur coat colours range 
from silver-gray, dark brown or black 
to spotted orstriped. 

Badgers are omnivorous, and 
generally quite fearless when hunt- 
ing prey, or when threatened. They 
feed on worms, grubs, mice, squir- 
rels, and other small animals, as well 
On fruits and honey. Though badgers 
are social animals, the American 
badger, which is smaller than the Eu- 
fOpean badger, is solitary by nature. 

he Palawan stink badger is another 
badger that prefers to stay alone. All honey and 
badgers release anoffensiveodourwhen \ grubs that are 
Irritated, so be careful when approaching x found inside 
them! ‘\. thenest. 
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badger has long 
front paws that are 
well adapted for dig- 
ging. Honey badgers 
prey on worms, ter- 
mites, scorpions, por- 
cupines, and _ hares. 
The honey badger and 
the honey guide bird 
help each other in 
finding bees nests. 
The bird guides the 
badger to the nest, 
and the badger forc- 
es the nest open so 
that both of them 
can feast on the 


Skunks have a small head, 
stocky body, and fluffy tail. Their 
fur can be black or reddish 
brown, withawhite stripe along 
each side. Skunks feed on al- 


a) 


/ Whata it, 
\ bad smell! dl 


A 


Striped Skunk 


most anything. Their diet i 
cludesa variety of small animal 
insects, fruits and vegetab 
matter. They also eat birds a 
birds’ eggs, as well as fish, frut 
and seeds. Skunks live under 
rock or in a burrow, or evé 
among bushes. If you happeé 
to see one, it is best to avoid 
Do you know why? If a skuf 
feels threatened, it will arch 
back, fluffs its fur, and raise 
tail to eject a powerful strea 
of a foul smelling liquid fro 
two nozzle-like ducts protrudi 
from its anus. This stream can E 
ejected on an enemy standif 
up to three metres away, So it 
best to keep your distance! 


Tell Me WH 


Why are the feeding habits 
of sea otters special? 

Sea otters are sleek, furry, ma- 
rine mammals that live along 
rocky Pacific Ocean coasts, bays, 
and kelp beds. They have no in- 
sulating layer of fat- but are kept 
warm in the cold Pacific Ocean 
by their dense fur and high me- 
tabolism. They have the densest 
fur of any mammal-the coat of a 
sea otter has over half a million 
hairs per 6.5 square centimetres! 

Sea Otters hunt for their prey 
in the ocean, and on the sea 
floor. Theyeatclams, snails, aba- 
lone, crabs, starfish, mussels, 
scallops, squid, smalloctopuses, 
sea urchins, prawns, sea cucum- 
bers, limpets, marine worms, sev- 
eral types of fish, and a variety 
of other things. In all, they eat 
about 160 different types of 
food! 


es! © tn 
Y Tcan help 
, you to break this 
shell! Laie 


Sea otters have a unique way 
of eating. They use their stom- 
achs as a table by placing all 
their food onit. When sea otters 
bring up hard shells with prey 
inside, they also bring up a big 
piece of rock. They then bang 
the hard shell on the rock until 
it opens enough, so they can 
eat whatisinside! Seaottersuse 
the loose folds of skin as shop- 
ping bags. For example, a sea 
otter could tuck scallops, sea 
urchins, crabs, or other edibles 
in the loose folds of skin under 
itsarm! Sea otters have to eat at 
least twenty-five percent of 
their body weight each day to 
keep warm in the cold Pacific 
Ocean. 


Sea Otter Catching Prey 


Jackson’s Chameleon 
The Jackson’s chameleon, also 
known as Jackson’s three-horned cha- 
meleon, comes from Africa. The name 


three-horned chamel 
on is derived from th 
male _ having _ thr 
brown horns. They e 
insects and other inver- 
tebrates. They use thei 
sticky tongues to ca 
ture prey. 


. aE 
What do we know about the North and ears that can close 
American river otter and European while swimming. The 
otter? eyes are near the top of 
The North American river otteristhe the head, and they have 
largest member of the family Musteli- athirdcleareyelid called 
dae. It is found in both Canada and _ a nictitating membrane 
America, and it lives near the water. that protects the eye 
North American river otters are well underwater. Oily furand 
suited for life in the water, witha nose a layer of fat keep their 
bodies warm in cold 
North American River Otter waters. The sensitive 
whiskers and acute 
sense of smell helpthem 
to locate food in the wa- 
ter.North Americanriver 
otters are carnivorousin 
nature,andfeed onslow 
moving fish such as cat- 
fish. They also eat cray- 
fish, clams, frogs, rep- 
tiles, birds, insects, and 
small mammals. They 
catch their prey under- 


Tell Me Why 


> “u Sere 
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ifrican Clawless Otter : 3 3 


CUR 


water with their mouths, and 
eat them immediately. 
European otters are small 
members of the weasel family 
that have taken to water. Their 
bodies are covered with an oil 
that acts as a water repellent 
sand is so effective that the skin 
never gets wet. They have flaps 
over their ears, and a nose that 
close shut while the otter is 
swimming. However, the eyes 
remain open. They can hold 
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African Clawless 
Otter 


The African clawless otter’s most re- ae 
markable features are its dexterous, hand- 
like forefeet that enable it to grapple with its prey 
with notable ease. The forefeet have long fingers, 
rounded finger tips, - and no claws. The hind feet are 
also clawless, but unlike the forefeet, have webbing be- 
tween the digits. This otter has a large skull, which houses 
powerful jaws, and large, broad molars with which to crush 

| its prey, making ita very efficient hunter. 


theirbreath fortwenty seconds, 
and can swim underwater for 
four hundred metres. 

European otters eat fish, eels, 
insects, birds, frogs, baby rab- 
bits, and crustaceans. European 
otters living along coastal wa- 
ters feed mostly on crabs and 
dogfish. They hunt by cornering 
their prey in weeds, and catch- 
ing them in their mouths. They 
feed ontheircatch immediately 
after they reach the shore. 
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Small tter 
Oriental small-clawed otters 
are the smallest otters. They 


The giant otter is, as its name 
says, giant. Fr 
reaches an astounding 1.82 
metres, the longest of any otter. 
Although the sea otter can 
weigh more, the giant otter is 
clearly the longest. The giant 
river otter feeds on fish, crabs; 


_GiantOtters 


i 


have a body length betwe 
4S and 61 cms, a tail length 
tween 2S and 35S cms, and the 
weigh between 1 and S kgs 
They are found in the man 
grove swamps and freshwate 
wetlands of East to South Asi 
Oriental small-clawed otter 


and snakes found in, and along 
waterways. It lives in the tropi- 
cal rainforest in South America 
in social groups of up to 10 indi- 
viduals, who hunt, sleep and 
play together.These huge ot- 
ters swim by propelling them- 
selves with their powerful tails,” 
and flexing their long bodies. 
They also have webbed feet, 


feed on frogs, crabs, crayfish, 


and shellfish. Unusually for ot- 


ters, fish are not an important 


part of their diet. They find their 


prey by feeling under stones 


with their front paws, and they 
hold prey in them while they 
consume it. 


water-repellent fur to keep 
them dry and warm, and nos- 
trils and ears that close in the 
water. 

Giant otters likes to eat fish, 
preferably perch, catfish, and 
members of the characin fami- 
ly, but when it cannot find any 


good fish, it can feed on small 
caiman, crustaceans, and small 
snakes. When hunting, The gi- 
ant otter uses mostly its eye- 
sight, but it also uses its hearing 
and smell when possible in the 
water. Fi 

or alone. In groups the otters 
normally hunt in deeper water. 
Alone, a giant Otter usually 
hunts in shallow water, where 
fish try to hide in the foliage. Ina 
day, the giant otter can eat 6-9 
pounds of seafood. 


I want a ay 
giant meal! 


The Black Panther 
of Sivanippalli 
‘The Black Panther 
of Sivanipalli’ is an 
exciting story by 
Kenneth Anderson. 
It is a real life adven- 
ture story set in the 
deep jungle, with 


Kenneth Anderson 


snakes, bison and ti- 
gers. This book con- 
centrates mainly on 
panthers orleopards 
as they are also 
known. Anderson 
hailed from a Scot- 
tish family settled in 
India for six genera- 
tions. His books are 
hailed as classics of 
jungle lore. 
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Why are civet cats endangered? 

The civet cat, also called the civet, is 
not a cat at all. Although it is related 
distantly to the feline family, it is most 
closely related to the mongoose. It is 
found in Africa and the East Indies. This 
cat gets a lot of attention because of its 
unique appearance and traits. It has a 
weasel-like face and a cat-like body, 
with a raccoon’s tail. These animals are 
secretive and nocturnal. Civets are 
mainly carnivorous, preying on snakes 
and small mammals, but they also 


African Civet- An Illustration 


; oddy Cat : 


readily feed on invertebrates, fruits, 
berries, and other vegetable matter. 
The civet is not only fond of fruit, but 
has had a love-hate relationship with 
growers of a particular coffee bean in 
Vietnam. Civets love this bean, and 
search out the tastiest samples with 
their long, fox like nose. The hardiest 
beans survive the digestive process of 
the civet, and are prized in a coffee 
called fox-dung coffee. The civet has 
also been the source of a highly-val- 
ued musk, used as a stabilizing agent 
in perfumes. Its fur is valued too. So, is 
it any wonder that insome areas of the 
world, the civet has become an en- 
dangered species? 


ToddyCat 
Thecommon palm 
civet isa nocturnal 
omnivore. It is an 
expert climber, and 
spends most of its 
timeintrees. 

Palm civets eat 
small vertebrates, 
insects, ripe fruits, 
and seeds. They are 
very fond of palm 
sap whichis used 
by natives to make 
sweet liquor called 


‘toddy’. : 
This is why this ani- ? 


malis also called 
the ‘toddy cat.’ 
Palmcivets are also 
fond of coffee cher- 
ries. They eat the 
outerfruit, and the 
coffee beans pass 
through their 
digestive tract. 

An expensive 
coffee called 
‘kopiluwak’ is 
supposedly made 
from these coffee 
beans. It is saidto 
havea gamey fla- 
vour. 


Egyptian 
Mongoose 


TheEgyptianmongooselives 
in Africa on the savannah. 

It prefers shrub thick- 

ets, rocky areas, 
small wood- 
landsand 

for- 


| “%s Oriental Linsang 


Driental LinsangandBir ng hunt small ani- 
he linsang is a nocturnal, tree- mals like frogs, 
dwelling, carnivorous mammal of the _ snakes, rats and mice. 
civet family. Oriental linsangs are very A binturong has a face - 
graceful animals that use their tails, like a cat’s, anda body ~ 
both for balance and as a brake. They like a bear's, long, 
shaggy black hair, stiff — 
white whiskers, and a 
prehensile tail that is — 
as long as its body. 
Binturongs, also called — 
bear cats, are classed 
i ™\ as carnivores, but eat_ 
ee /— mostly fruit. However, 
be * they do eat small in-_ 
‘> vertebrates, fish, and 
birds’ eggs. 
ee, 


Binturong 


ested areas that are near the 
water, within the savannah. 
Egyptian mongooses are 
mostly carnivorous. Their 
claws have adapted to dig- 
ging so that they can dig 
bugs out of the ground, and 
their teeth have adapted to 
tearing the flesh of animals 
they prey on. They are inter- 
esting animals that can run 
backwards, swim, roll over, 
and even raise themselves 
up ontwo feet. But, that’s not 
all. They try to increase their 
apparent size to look more 
impressive and threatening, 
and they do this by raising 


their fur, and arching their 


Falanouc 

The falanoucisanunusual- 
looking mammal that looks 
like a cross between a civet 
and a mongoose. Falanoucs 
are thought to be predomi- 
nantly nocturnal, spending 
daylight hours of resting in 
burrows or rocky crevices. 
They are found in the rain- 
forests and marshes of 
Madagascar. Theyhavelong 
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backs, just like cats. These animals 
eat fruit if it is available. Their typi- 
cal diet consists of rodents, fish, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, insects 
and insect larvae. Egyptian mon- 
gooses also feast on the eggs of 
the birds and amphibians. This 
mongoose hasa special technique 
for eating eggs. It will pick up the 
egg with its forepaws, and throw it 
between its legs at a large stone, 
so that the egg breaks! 


I need 
more air! 


front claws that they use todig in 
the soil for worms, grubs, insects, 
slugs, snails and rodents. 


Falanouc 
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mongoose? 
The mongoose is only a little 
longer than a foot, yet this in- 
telligent little mammal is 
feared by some of the 
deadliest snakes in 

the world. There 

are over 40 

species of 


[STAREACTI@g 
Smallest Mongoose 
The dwarf mongoose is 


the smallest mongoose. It is 


mongooses, ranging in size 
from the dwarf mongoose, 
which is just over a foot long, to 
the crab eating mongoose of 
Southeast Asia, which is about 
four feet long. Most have short 
legs with long bodies, long 
bushy tails, small ears, and — 
pointed noses. They are cov- | 


Dwarf Mongoose of Africa 


found in Africa, and may only 

weigh around 250 gms. These 

animals live in groups of 2 - 20 in- 
dividuals. The group inhabits a bur- 
row, often making use of a termite 
mound for this. They feed on termites, in- 
sects, lizards, snakes, birds’ eggs and mice. 
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ered with thick, coarse, gray to 
brown fur. 

The mongoose is most famous 
for being a snake killer. Though it 
is much smaller than a snake, it re- 
lies on its speed, agility and coarse 
fur which can be fluffed up to af- 
ford some protection from a 
snake’s bite. Its strategy is to first 
tire the snake by launching mock 
attacks. It will dart this way and 
that, keeping just out of the 
snake’s reach, and dodging its 
strikes, until the snake becomes 
exhausted and slow. The mon- 
goosethengoesinforthekillwith 
a fatal bite to the back of the neck. 

Depending on the species, in 
addition to snakes, a mongoose’s 
diet might include insects, earth- 
worms, snails, lizards, frogs, ro- 
dents, eggs, fruit, and crabs. 


Common Dwarf 
Mongoose 
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Fossa 


Why arefossas strange 


looking? 

The fossa is Madagas- 
car's largest carnivore. It is 
a slender-bodied, catlike 
creature with little resem- 
blance to its mongoose 
cousins. Unlike mongoos- 
es, and more like felines, 
the fossa has retractable 
claws, fearsome catlike 
teeth, and its muzzle re- 
sembles that of a dog. The 
fossa has a long tail that 
comes in handy while 
hunting and moving 
amongst the tree branch- 


7 


es. It is known to feed on le- 
murs and most other crea- 
tures that it can getits claws 
on, from wild pigs to mice. 
The elusive fossa isa solitary 
animal, and spends its time 


Meerkat 
eerkats are social ani- 
mals that live in colonies of 
thirty individuals. They 


Meerkat 


bothin the trees and onthe ground 
It is active at night, and also durinc 
the day. Presently, fossas are en- 
dangered creatures because most 
of Madagascar's original forests 
have been destroyed by Man. 


use their long front paws to dig 

burrows and find food. Their diet 
consists mainly of spiders and oth- 
er small animals, as well as roots 

and bulbs. Meerkats post sentries 

while searching for food. These 
sentries stand upright on their 
hind feet atop mounds, and cheep, 
cluck, bark, or growl a warning 
when athreat appears. ‘ 


Hyenas look like dogs, but are 
more closely related to cats and civ- 
ets. They have a sloping back, and 
are found mainly in Africa, though 
some species are found in Asia too. 
They inhabit grasslands, woodlands, 
savannahs, sub deserts, forest edges 
and mountains. They are social ani- 
mals that communicate with one 
another through specific calls, pos- 
tures, and signals. Hyenas have a 
broad muzzle, andextremely strong 
jaws. Their teeth are very strong too, 

and made for crushing bones. Theses 


My meal is over. 
It's time to laugh. 
Ha! Ha! Ha! 


but also an opportunistic scavengers 
It consumesanimals of various types 


and sizes, carrion, bones, vegetable G Re ms 
matter and other animals’ drop- NE 
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iy CURIOUS 


FACT ) 


pings. Several members of a 
clan may form a pack to hunt 
large prey like zebra. The pow- 
erful jaws and digestive tract of 


the hyena allow it to process 
and obtain nutrients from skin 
and bones. The only parts of 
prey not fully digested are hair, 
horns, and hooves. The hyena 
consumes up to one third of its 
body weight in one meal, it re- 
ally stuffs itself when feeding! 


_ Reputed to be cowardly and 


\ See - 
Aard Wolf 


timid, the hyena can be bold 
and dangerous, attacking ani- 
mals and humans. Did you 
know that in ancient Egypt, hy- 
enas were domesticated, fat- 
tened, and eaten? 


Tell Me Why 


Parasitic wasps are small and agile. A 
parasitic wasp is able to kill a much larger 
spider, by paralyzing the spider with its 


sting. The wasp will then lay her eggs inside the spider's body. 
When the eggs hatch, the spider becomes a living food 
source for the babies. The spider’s body is eaten from 
the inside out, by the offspring of the parasitic 


_ wasp. 


Mandrills are the world’s 
largest monkey species. 
They are found in the dense 
rain forests, coastal forests, 
and sometimes the savan- 
nah areas of West Central 
Africa. Mandrills are fero- 
cious predators- and they 
are ferocious looking too, 
with red, blue and white 
stripes on their face. Man- 
drills are social animals, and 
they live in enormous 
groups that can consist of 
as many as 200 members. 
During the day, mandrills 
willspend most of theirtime 
on the forest floor, but at 
night, they will sleep up in 
the trees for safety. 

Mandrills obtain their 
food by foraging on the 
ground. Their diet mainly 
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Manarill ; 


consists of spiders, ants, 
snails, worms, grasses, 
herbs, leaves, nuts, bark, 
tubers, shoots, roots, and 
fruit. Theyalsohuntlarger 
prey, and their hunting 
technique is noisy.Alarge 
group will run screaming 
into the forest, scattering 
the terrified prey. The fe- 
males and young males 
herd the fleeing victims 
towards the centre, 
where the hapless prey 
are killed or injured and 
left on the ground, while 
the mandrills continue 
theironslaught. Ata giv- 
en signal, the killing spree 
stops, and the group 
comes back to feed on 
the dead or dying prey. 
Did you know that man- 
drills’cheekshave 
built-in pouch- 
es that are used 
to store snacks 
for consuming 
later? 
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Leopard { 


How is a predator able to hunt 
its prey? 4 
We know that predators are wild 
animals that hunt, or prey on other 
animals. These animals need the 
flesh of the animals that they killto 


survive, Predators come in many 


sizes and shapes. They can be as 
tiny as a bug, or as large as a polar 


- bear. The way a predator hunts, 


catches, and kills food is de- 
termined by many factors 
such as the adaptations of 
the predator and the prey, 
and the type of habitat 
they live in. 

Predators have differ- 
ent weapons that are 
used to kill and eat prey. 

The specific ‘weapons’ 
= they have are also con- 
sidered adaptations. 


Tell Me Why | 


Three of the main weap- 
ons on predators are 
sharp teeth, claws and 
jaws. Vision is often the 
most important sense for 
a predator. A predator's 
eyes are usually located in 
front of its head. The for- 
ward location of the eyes 
gives binocular-type vi- 
sion. Predators that hunt 
at night have special mir- 
ror-like structures in the 
back of their eyes. These 
structures help the animal 
to see in the dark. Most 
predators have a very 
good sense of hearing. 
Some animals don’t need 
ears to hear. Instead, they 
rely on vibrations they 
feel in their bodies. Smell 
is very important for a 
predator. Some predators 
can smell a meal from 1.5 
kilometres away! Fo 

even able to smell food 
which is buried under half 
metresofsoil.Asnakeuses 
its tongue tosmell. 

Using these weapons, a 
predator will chase, stalk, 
or ambush its prey. Some- 
times, the predator will 
hunt alone, but some ani- 
mals huntin teams. 
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‘CURIOUS FACT 


A Poisonous Mammal 

Solendons are foundinthe 
West Indies. These curious 
mammals are large, long- 
tailed, and shrew like. The 
snout of this species is long 
and mobile. The solendon 
searches for food on the for- 
est floor. It uses its sharp 
claws to scrabble for insects, 
worms, small lizards, fruit 
and other plant material. Its 
biteis poisonous, andis used 
to stunits prey. 
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Why are chimpanzees called tool 
users? 

Chimpanzees are closely related to 
humans. These great apes are pri- 
mates that live in a variety of environ- 
ments in Western and Central Africa. 
Chimpanzees have a short body and 
very long arms, with hands that are 
very similar to ours. Their senses are 
very similar to ours too, whether it be 
hearing, sight, smell, taste, or touch. 

Chimpanzees forage for food in the 
forests during the day, eating leaves, 
fruit, seeds, tree bark, plant bulbs, 
tender plant shoots, and flowers. 
They also eat termites, ants, and small 
animals. They are very intelligent, and 
can learn extremely complex tasks. 
They often use tools in the wild. When 
hunting termites, a chimpanzee will 
use a twig as a tool. It pokes the twig 
into the entrance tunnels of termites’ 
nests. The termites think the twig is 
an intruder, and will attack it, fasten- 
ing themselves to the twig with their 
jaws. The chimpanzees will then 
withdraw the termite covered twig, 
and lick off the insects. Chimpanzees 
will also use sticks to probe for ants, 
bees and honey, to break open ants’ 

nests, and to scare away intruders. 

They use chewed-up leaves like a 
sponge to sop up water to drink. Is 
itanywonderthat chimpanzees 

are considered to be efficient 
tool users? 


Tell Me Wh) 


STARFACTg 


Scorpions 


, Scorpions have beenaround for 400 mil- 
lion years. They have a nasty sting, which 
they use mainly for defence. However, they 


also use the sting when hunting prey. A scorpion’s stinger is at 
the end of its long tail. There are almost 


How do snakes hunt? 

Snakes use a combination 
of senses to find their prey, 
relying especially onsmell.A 
snake has a regular nose, but 
it also uses its forked tongue 
to pick up chemical traces. 
The tongue is then inserted 
into pits on the roof of the 
mouth, called the Jacobson’s 
organ. It is this organ that 
analyses the chemicals, and 
not the tongue, whichhas no 
taste or smell buds. Heat is 
another important sense, es- 
pecially for night-hunting 
snakes. Snakes have heat- 
detecting sensors concen- 
trated as two large pits be- 
tween their nostril and eyes. 
They allow the snake tostrike 
accurately at warm-blooded 
prey in the dark. Snakes don’t 
have external ears, or even a 
middle ear. They only have a 
small bone which connects 
the jaw bone to the inner ear 
canals. A snake picks up 
sound through the skin, 
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2,000 scorpion species, but 
only 30 or 40 have 
strong enough 
poisontokilla 
person. 


Wahrtt¢ oh 
passes on to 
this jaw bone. 
Snakes relay heavily 
on stealth and surprise 
when hunting prey. They 
hide themselves, or rely on 
camouflage. Most snakes 
lunge out at the last moment to 
seize prey. Large tree snakes 
jumponto their prey from branch- 
es. Once they catch their prey, 
snakes ensure their meals by 
smothering, injecting a toxin, or 
simply eating their prey alive. 


Indian Cobra 


Se 


ue 


Poisonous 
Centipede . 
Centipedes are of- * 7iNa 
ten called 100-leg- 4 
ged worms, and 
have one pair of 
legs on each of their 
body segments. 
Most centipede 
species feed on 


Ant-lion 


Why are ant-lions known as stone 


smallcreaturessuch = throwers? 

bd agar They Ant-lions are the larvae of ‘doodle- 
aa soils is bugs’, which are insects related to 
and then kill it by in- lacewings and alder flies. They are 


found in sandy places in the tropics or 

oak sub-tropics, and live in pits as large as 
sae tn oe 10cms in diameter and 5Ocms deep, 
fied pair of front legs that they dig themselves. To do this, 
eat olirie® Abound. the the ant-lion walks backwards in a 
head. Maxillipeds ngiria circle, gradually spiralling inwards. 


jecting it with venom. 


victim’s tissue and inject It takes sand on its head and 
venom produced by agland throws it either to one side or to 
at their base. a» the other, to create the pit. 


as jh 
Centipede yb.) ghey 
tan ‘ sh a m3 £ vA 
sue CF het A 


«These pits act as death-traps for 
" ~) insects on which the larvae 
\ > feed. 

=*.*& Once the pit is dug, the ant 
lion hides by burying itself at 
the bottom of the pit, with just 
its enormous, pincer-like jaws 
protruding, and waiting for an 
unfortunate victim tofall inside. 


Tell Me Why 


L 
eet 


Net-throwing Spider 


If a prey that has fallen in tries to climb 
out, the ant-lion throws sand at it, 
knocking it back into the centre of the 
pit, tobe killed andeaten. The ant-lion is 
one of the few animals who hurl projec- 
tiles at their prey, and such animals are 
sometimes called stone throwers. 
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How does a spider 
catch its prey? 

Spiders are preda- 
tors, and their hunting 
techniques are unique. 
Different spiders em- 
ploy different hunting 
strategies. Some spe- 
cies build intricate 
webs to ensnare pass- 
ing insects. Other spi- 
ders, such as the vari- 
ous wolf spiders, seek 
their prey out on the 
ground. Trap door spi- 
ders dig holes, cover 
them up withdirt doors 
hinged with spider silk, 
and lie in wait for pass- 
ing, prey. Similarly, 
some spiders hide in- 
side flowers to catch 
/ Ohl! My God, 
\ aspider! Help ) 

Sl cigs Aes 


ee Pos 
\ 


Jumping Spiders 

Jumping spiders are small, and can run 
climb, and jump. Jumping spiders car 
jump up to 50 times their own length te 
land on unsuspecting prey. They hunt: ic 
tively rather than catching prey ina “— 
and they have excellent vision, with fe Du 
big eyes in front, and four smaller eyes on the: top of their heac 
They are widely distributed over the panels and can even b 
found upon Mount Everest! — 


feeding insects by sur- found a mate. These male moths fly 
prise. right into the swinging silk, making an — 
The bolas spiderlays easy meal for the spider. Once the prey 
out a line of sticky silk is trapped, the spider uses its sharp 
andswingsitaroundin fangs to inject its venom into the prey. 
front of itself. Whilst This venom contains enzymes that dis- 
doing this, it emits a solve the prey, and the liquefied con- 
chemical that attracts tents are sucked in by the spider. Its 
male moths who think no wonder that spiders are con- 

that they may have _ sidered one of the world’s 
ultimate predators! 


Spitting Spider 
The spitting spider catchesits prey by 
spitting at it. Ithas poison glands in its 
head, and spinning glands in its abdo- 
men. When it spots a prey, it spits a 
sticky, poisonous silk at the insect, ina 
zig-zag pattern, to stop the bug from 
struggling. The hapless victim is stuck 
to asurface,and the spiderthen enjoys — 


“ Spitting Spider its meal. 


Tell Me Why 


Why are bats able to hunt 
efficiently at night? 

Bats are fascinating animals — 
they are the only mammals that 
can fly! They are predators that 
are only active at night, dusk 
,and dawn. There are two rea- 
sons for this. The firstis to avoid 
the fierce flying predators that 
are active in the daytime, and 
the secondistotake advantage 
of the abundance of insect spe- 
cies that are activeat night. Bats 
are able to find their prey in the 
dark because they have devel- 
oped a remarkable navigation 
system called echolocation. 
During echolocation, a series of 
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Bat 


short, high-pitched sounds are 
emitted by an animal. These 
sounds travel out away from 
the animal, and then bounce 
off objects and surfaces in the 
animal's path creating an echo. 
The echoreturnsto the bat, giv- 
ing ita sense about whatis in its 
path, as well as the size, shape, 
direction, distance, and motion 
of the object. This echolocation 
system is so accurate that bats 
can detect insects the size of 
gnats and objects as fine as a 
human hair. Isn't that remarka- 
ble? 
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How does the frog 
catchits prey? 

Frogs eat almost any 
live prey they can find, 
including insects, snails, 
spiders, worms, or small 
fish. Some larger frogs 
eat evenlargerprey.Most 
frogs catch insects with a 
long sticky tongue. The 
frog will first wait for the 
prey to settle. Then, in 
less than a second, its 
tongue rolls out, adheres 
tothe prey, androlls back 
into the frog’s mouth 
with the prey sticking to 
it. The frog's tongue is 


fastened to the front of its mouth, not 
the back, so that it can be flipped out 
a long way. Its mouth is equipped 
with feeble, practically useless teeth, 
which are present only in the upper 
jaw. So, it must live mostly on small 
creatures that it can swallow in one 
gulp. However, not all frogs have 
tongues. Tongue less frogs use their 


Praying Mantis 
The praying mantis gets its name 
fromits prominent frontlegs, 
whichare bent and held together 
atan angle, sothat the creature 
looks as though it is praying. It 
has atriangular head on along 
‘neck’, and can turnits head 180 
degrees toscanits surroundings 
withtwo large compound eyes, 
and three other simple eyes locat- 
ed between them. When a prey 
comes close, the praying mantis 
will turn its head to face the in- 
sect, shoot out its spiny arm, and 
grab the prey. 
@ Manu Agarwal 


__ Tell Me Why | 


My tongue 
needs more 


fingers to catch prey and 
stuff it into their mouths. 
Frogs and toads help man 
by eating many harmful in- 
sects to befoundin gardens 
andon . 


Crocodiles are magnificent crea- 
tures that have been around since 
the time of the dinosaurs. They will 
eat mostly whatever they can find. 
They are carnivorous, and smaller 
crocodiles live on fish, rodents, and 
small animals. Large crocodiles kill 
larger prey, and the largest ones 
have been known to catch cows, 


* buffalos, or horses. 


Crocodiles ambush their prey, 
and have perfected the way they 
hunt. When they are in the water, 
only their eyes, ears, and nose are 
visible above water, and you can 
barely see them. They can wait, 
deadly still, for hours in the same 
spot, and then, they strike when 


Why are chamele- 
ons successful hunt- 
ers? 

Chameleons are rep- 
tiles that are famous for 
their ability to change 
colour. Changing col- 
our is a form of com- 
munication, aresponse 
to temperature, light, 
and mood, as well as a 
defence against preda- 


A chameleon 
once lived 


Ss)berries, insects,andworms.Someofthe 


lunge, with the help of their 
strong tail, and strikefasterthan 


the prey canmove. 


Crocodile teeth are sharp and 
deadly, and the combination of 
the strong jaw pressure and 
their sharp teeth is a deadly 
weapon. Theycankill and crush, 
but they can’t chew, so food 
must be swallowed in its en- 
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Chameleon 


tors. Achameleon’s eyes can rotate and 
swivel independently, enabling them 
to see almost complete 360-degrees. 
Chameleon tongues are extremely fast. 
and long. They can be anywhere from 
one to one and a half times the body 
length of the owner, and can shoot in 
and out with blinding speed. When it. 
spots a prey, the chameleon focuse 
botheyesonit. Its mouth opensslightly, 
and in a flash, the tongue appears, and 
the prey disappears! So, although a 
chameleon is considered to be a slow 
animal, its extraordinary eyes and 
tongue with lightening speed makes it 
ahighly successful hunter. Achameleon — 
will generally eat anything including 


larger chameleon species will also hunt 
small reptiles. 


tirety. If they catch a prey that is 
too big to swallow at once, they 
shake their heads, and thrash it 
on the water to tear it into 
smaller pieces. Crocodiles are 
smart, have good memories, 
and their bodies are designed 
for the camouflage and kill, 
which is why they are deadly 
predators. 
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The Tamandua 
Tamanduas arecommonly 
called the lesser anteater, as 
they are much smallerthan 
the giant anteater, but larger 
than the silky anteater. They 
detect ants andtermites by 
their scent, and then dig for 
their meal. The tamandua it- 
self is a bit of a‘stinker’, as it 
gives off a special smell 
which people find offensive! 
@ SnehaRao 


Aardvark 


Army Ants 


Why are army ants amazing in- 
sects? 

Army ants are amazing insects. 
They live in Central and South Amer- 
ica, and have a completely carnivo- 
rous diet. An awesome example of 
social cooperation, army ants over- 
whelm their prey through their sheer 
force of numbers. They live in huge 
colonies that consist of queen ants, 
soldier ants, and multi-purpose 


Tell Me Why 


. Inthe army ant colony, the 
sn ant lays eggs, the soldiers focus 
their attention on the defence of the 
colony, and the worker ants are split be- 
tween being foragers, or tending to the 
queen’s brood. 

Due to their large colony sizes, army 
ants must migrate in order to find food. 
When they are on the move, army ants 
live in temporary nests that they build 
by linking together their own bodies! 
They march relentlessly as one enor- 
mous column, and are notorious for eat- 
ing anything that gets in their path. They 
can kill, and eat up to 100,000 animalsin 
a day! They normally consume lizards, 
snakes, chickens, pigs, goats, scorpions, 
tarantulas, beetles and other 
ants. Army ants 
can also climb 
trees, and feed 
on animals within 
itscanopy.Acolonyofa 
million army ants is a so- 
phisticated ‘super-organ- 
ism’ that rampages through 
the rainforest, leaving a trail of 
destruction in its wake. 


Komodo Dragons 

Komodo dragons — 
are the world’s 
heaviest living liz- 
ards. They can grow 
to a length of 3.4 
metres, and can 
weigh around 68 
kgs. Despiteits size, — 
the komodo is fast — 
moving and agile. It 
can climb trees, and 


like all monitor liz- | 


ards , it is a good 
swimmer. The Ko- 
modoiscarnivorous 
and cannibalistic, 
and it has a huge 
appetite. It regular- 
ly kills prey as large 
as pigs and small 
deer. The komodo 
will, in fact, eat any- 
thing it can over- 
power, including 
small dragons, and 


small or injured 


humans. 


Komodo 
Dragon 
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Man-eaters of Kumaon 
‘The Man-eaters of Kumaon’, isabookby 
Jim Corbett, describing his campaign 
against the man-eating tigers of the Ku- 
maon Hills. The book also gives us a lot of 
information about the flora and fauna of 
the region, and about village life. The book 
shows that the qualities that a 
successful hunter needs are 
physical strength, infinite pa- 
tience, great power of observa- 
tion, and the power not only to 
notice small signs, but also to 
draw the right inference from 
those signs, and most impor- 

tantly, great courage. 

e 


The cruellest 
of all! 


As we have already 
seen, the animal world is 
full of hunters. But the 
worst of the lot is Man. 
He is the cruellest, too. 
Whenallthe hunting ani- 
mals kill for their food, 
Man, the hunter, takes 
pleasure in killing for 
sheer fun. He is the most 
crafty among hunters, 
imitating the skills of all 
other animals. He may 
not have the long sharp 
claws of a tiger, but he 
invented tools far bet- 
ter! 
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Gee LARIFICATIONS & 
ORRECTIONS 


It is our policy to correct errors, 
and present differing views and 
clarifications about the contents 
in previous issues. Please send in 
your feedback, mentioning the 
title and page number. 


Srinidhi S.U., a student of 
class X from Bengaluru 
points out an error in our 
April issue, ‘States of India’. 
The number of districts in 
Karnataka is not 27, as men- 
tioned on Page 41. Three 
more districts were recently 
formed, making the number 
30. 

Mr. R. C. Sharma, from 
Jodhpur has given an up- 
date of the number of dis- 
tricts in some other states 
too. Bihar-38, Chhattisgarh- 
27, Haryana- 21, Jharkhand 
-24, Nagaland-11, Punjab- 
20, Uttarakhand-17, Uttar 
Pradesh- 71. 

Thank you Srinidhi and Mr. 
Sharma, for your valuable 
feedbacks. 

- Editor 
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bWeirteler Whu? 


Aren’t there many little things you have wondered about, but didn’t know whom to 
ask? Send us your questions, and we will give you the fascinating reasons behind the 


incredible mysteries of life. 


Why is the symbol @ used 
in an e-mail address? 

The symbol @ merely means 
‘at’. On an email id, its purpose 
is to tell where the person can 
be located on the Internet. 

Ineffect, an e-mail address (or 
ane-mail id, as we usually call it) 
is like an ordinary address.What 
it does is to say who the person 
is, and where his messages are 
going. 

The part of an e-mail address 
that tells you a person's name, 
is called the username. And the 
part that tells you where his e- 
mails should be directed (orthe 
name ofthe service provider) is 
called the mail server. There is 
another part at the end, like 
.com, .in, .co etc, which is called 
the domain name. 

The symbol @ is used to sepa- 
rate the username from the lat- 


ter part. An example would be, 
sachin@gmail.com. Now, when 
you send an email to this ad- 
dress, the .com domain will di- 
rect it to the Gmail server. Then 
the server would locate the 
mailbox of the username, and 
deliver the message. 

@ Arvind Bhat 


My tail id is 
your mail id. 


TELL ME WHY 


MANORAMA 


RAMA 


1. Solar System 

2. Birds 

3. Inventions 

4. Oceans 

5. Ancient World 

6. Cricket 

7. Animals 

8. Plants 

9. Transportation 
10. 100 Great Events 
11. The Earth 
12. Communication 
13. Indian History 
14. Festivals 
15. Wonders of 

the World 
16. Great Explorers 
17. 100 Great Lives 
18. Weather 
19. International 
Organizations 


. TELL ME WHY - yy 
or 
ool eee 


Titles published so far 


20. Deserts 

21. Weapons 

22. Olympics 

23. Computer 

24. Egyptian 
Civilizations 

25. 100 Great 
Scientists 

26. Continents 

27. Revolutions 

28. 100 Great 
Medical Discoveries 

29. The Moon 

30. Great Disasters 

31. Insects 

32. Metals 

33. Money 

34, Mythology 

35. The Mughals 

36. Mountains 

37. Universe 


38. Mysteries 

39. Sports 

40. Diseases 

41. Animal 
Behaviour 

42. Water 

43. Wars 

44. Prehistoric 
Creatures 

45. World Cup 
Football 

46. Ancient Greece 

47. Story of Firsts 

48. Natural 
Wonders 

49. Endangered 
Animals 

50. 100 Great 
Writers 

51. Roman 
Civilization 


52. Polar Regions 

53. 100 Great 
Painters 

54. World Wars 

55. Mammals 

56. Parliaments 

57. Reptiles 

58. Great Women 

59. Lost 
Civilizations 

60. Ancient World’s 
Commanders 

61. Amphibians 

62. Volcanoes 

63. Countries of 
the World 

64. Historic Lasts 

65. Evolution 

66. Books that 
Shaped theWorld 

67. States of India 


